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            April 2021 
It is very uplifting to see that Spring has finally arrived with gardens full of colour and the countryside looking green and 
vibrant. As so often happens in April the weather is throwing a curved ball in the next few days with frosts and even snow 
forecast. Fingers crossed all the lovely blossom survives. 
The Committee have been continuing to hold meetings over Zoom and are beginning to think about being able to meet up 
although this won’t be for a few months yet. However, as a first step we are planning a couple of walks, in line with 
Government guidelines, over the next few weeks. Details elsewhere in News & Views. 
Our first Zoom speaker, The Chatty Gardener (Mandy Bradshaw), on 11th March was very good. She was an experienced 
speaker and illustrated her talk with lots of slides. As well as a gardener she is a trained journalist and has a regular column in 
Cotswold Life. Her talk was mainly about The Chelsea Flower Show which she has attended for many years, mainly on Press 
Day. She entertained us with lots of stories about garden designers, growers and actual garden designs, some that worked and 
some that didn’t! We finished off the meeting with a Q&A session.  
Our weekly Zoom coffee mornings are well attended. We just chat and catch up on news. It would be great to see some new 
faces. They usually last about an hour but not everybody joins on time or stays for the full hour. It’s very flexible. We’d love 
to see you. 

Finally, as promised a photo of my lockdown painting 
 by numbers project. I am very pleased with it from a distance but it definitely doesn’t stand 
up to close scrutiny! Art is NOT a strong subject of mine – I took it twice at GCSE level and 
failed with the lowest grade both times!!! That said, I have enjoyed doing it but don’t think it 

is something I’ll be taking up in the long term. 
 

Liz 
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Yvonne and Vicky on their special 
birthdays, with flowers and cake. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  OUR  APRIL  BIRTHDAY  GIRLS 
GILL A      WENDY J         LIZ       PAM 

         Walks for April 
 
Thursday 15th April meet at 
the Village Hall at 10.30 for a 
local Avening walk led by 
Wendy. 
 
Thursday 22nd April a walk 
along the Stroud Canal led by 
Gwyneth, starting at St. Cyr’s 
Church. Meet at 11am by the 
church.  
 
Please contact the leader 
beforehand if you want to join 
in and for further information. 
 
Wendy 01453 832881 
Gwyneth 01453 836556 
 



What did we do in April 2010-2020?                     Soo             
 
2010 – At a craft event, in Cherington Village Hall, Chris Foster showed members how to make a cute handbag. 
2011- Aleine Bendall, the new Village Agent, came to the meeting to introduce herself and talk about her role. She left cards 
so that members could contact her. 
2012- At an exciting Skittles Match against Lechlade WI we were 26 points down with only 2 legs to go. At the end of the 
game AWI needed 7 to draw and 8 to win. Our captain, Beryl Milsom, was the last person to bowl and she thrilled everyone 
by gaining a spare and making 13 points. We won by 5 points! 
 2013- Wendy Eldridge had written a poem as a farewell to the retiring vicar, Rev Celia Carter, which was shared at the 
meeting. 
2014- Shirley’s Quiz Evening and Wendy’s bag sale raised £200 for the Cobalt Unit. 
2015- There was a walk around Minch and Besbury Common and members enjoyed a lovely lunch at The Halfway Cafe. 
2016- The most popular resolution voted for by members this year was to promote care of people in hospital with dementia. 
2017- Shirley was presented with a Diamond Wedding Anniversary card and an anniversary rose. 
2018- Virginia and David Adsett brought a wonderful collection of artefacts from ‘The Fab 50’s’, which many of the 
members recognised and remembered fondly. 
2019- Helen Haiselden, Gill Thomas and Gwyneth Simpson kindly offered transport for members who went to see ‘Calendar 
Girls’ in Oxford. 
2020- The national lockdown meant that we could not meet as usual. Bridget did a brilliant job of keeping us all connected 
with ‘News and Views’. There were poems, recipes, news about members sewing laundry bags for NHS workers and Rosie 
Kent’s sponsored 2.6 mile village tour, dancing to different music and changing into a costume to match the music at 26 
locations! She raised at least £325 for Longfield.                     
 
 
Gloucestershire Federation Annual Council Meeting 
 
I was interested to find out how a meeting like this could be conducted as the only Zoom meetings I had taken part in were 
with a dozen or so participants. However apart from a minor glitch it all ran very smoothly. The Chair Janice Cole gave a 
summary of the year’s activities which of course had been severely restricted.  Liz was our representative and was able to 
vote on line to approve the reports and financial records. Janet expressed great regret on the closure of Denman but some 
courses will be provided at the Gloucester office where special provisions have been made to keep social distancing. 
The first speaker was from the Women’s Refuge in Stroud that is the only one in the whole of Gloucestershire. The refuge 
has been under severe pressure due to increased domestic violence in the pandemic but does excellent work in trying to get 
families rehoused.  The speaker was most interesting and we may try and get her to speak to us in the near future. 
Lynne Stubbings, Chair of the NFWI, gave a short speech about her time in the W.I. from first joining to leading the whole 
organisation. 
The final speaker, Jo Fairley, co-founder of Green and Blacks Chocolate is a truly inspiring woman.  After leaving school at 
16 she went on to become a serial entrepreneur, journalist and public speaker. Engaging, thoughtful and thought provoking, 
she travels the world speaking to women on leadership and women in business. Green and Black’s has now been sold on to 
Cadbury’s and then to Kraft but the brand’s ethos is maintained in that all ingredients are organically grown and is managed 
under the Fair Trade scheme.              Gwyneth 
 
 

 
 

Speakers Update 
It seems that we will not be able to have ‘face to face’ meetings until at 
least July so this is the plan for speakers for the few months: 
April 8th – Caroline Pover is unable to give her talk due to ill health so 
we are hoping to rebook her for next year. We have approached Stroud 
Women’s refuge and they are providing a speaker for us on Zoom at 
10.30 am.  Soo has sent out the Zoom link to join. 
May 13th – Clare Walsh’s talk on Indian block printing is not suitable for 
Zoom so we have rebooked her for next year. Fingers crossed! Aimee 
Poole from Neal’s Yard has therefore kindly offered a facial pampering 
session on Zoom at 10.30 am. All members will receive a pack of 
products before the event. 
June 10th- Our planned speaker for June, John Butterworth is able to 
offer his talk on Zoom – ‘Hotel with a Famous Guest list’ and is happy to 
do this anytime of day. We have therefore booked him for 10.30 am 
which seems to be the preferred time at the moment.  Helen 
 



 
What an amazing community we 
live in! Having read in The 
Villager that we were celebrating 
90 years of the WI in Avening, 
Michael Metcalf, the amazing rag 
rug maker, decided that his 
lockdown project would be a gift to 
us. He has spent hours in his 
specially adapted shed making us a 
wonderful multicoloured rug and 
has even sewn in a 1930s old 
penny. He was helped to space the 
lettering correctly by local artist 
Rima Jones and the finished result 
is an heirloom to treasure. We are 
hoping that he will come to WI, 
once we are allowed to have a 
normal meeting, to show us how it 
was made and to thank him in 
person.          Helen 
 

 Before and after from Jean C…… 
The photo shows the doll’s house now and Jean 
will send a photo next month to show the 
progress she has made. 

Home in need of renovation  
This is my latest project. My husband and I built 
this doll’s house for our daughter, Ellen, nearly 

30 years ago. Ellen played with it a lot and loved 
redecorating the rooms. Her Sylvanian Families 

lived in it.  Most of the Sylvanians and their 
furniture have now been sold on ebay, and Ellen 
is busy renovating her own full-size house, so I 

thought it was about time I got round to doing up 
the house, something I’ve been intending to do 

ever since I retired. 
 

Yummy Chicken, Pea and Mint Risotto (that you don’t have to stir all the time!)   From Soo 
Serves 4 
25g/1oz butter 
1 onion, finely chopped 
150g/5oz skinless, boneless chicken breast fillet, cut into strips 
200g/7oz risotto rice 
1 teasp fennel seeds 
900mls/1 ½ pints hot chicken stock 
75g3oz frozen peas, thawed 
Juice and grated rind of a lemon 
2 tabs double cream 
100g/3 1/2 oz Parmesan, freshly grated 
2 tabs chopped mint 
Heat the butter in a large flameproof casserole and fry the onion and chicken for 3 minutes. 
Add the rice and fennel seeds and stir for 30seconds, then add the peas and stock. 
Cover tightly and cook in a pre-heated oven (200C or Gas 6) for 20 minutes until the rice is tender and all the liquid 
has been absorbed. 
Stir in the lemon juice and rind, double cream and Parmesan and season with s+p. 
Cover and leave for 2mins, then stir in the mint.   Serve immediately. 
 



A v e n i n g W I 

 
 

Avening WI President:  

Liz Knowles 

 
Treasurer: 

Pat Gardiner 
 

Secretary: 

Soo Rolfe 
 

Website: 

http:// 
aveningwi.wordpress.com 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    Book Character Quiz 
 
Can you name the books in which these well known characters appear? 
 
They get progressively harder…..how far can you get without Google?! 
 
1. Draco Malfoy    14. Pinkie Brown 
 
2. Bigwig     15. Captain Yossarin 
 
3. Oliver Mellors    16. Blanche du Bois 
 
4. Lara Antipova    17. Hal 
 
5. Captain Ahab     18. Offred 
 
6. Mr. Bingley     19. Arthur Dent 
 
7. Montmorency (the dog)   20. Briony Tallis  
 
8. Atticus Finch     21. Sal Paradise, Dean Moriarty 
 
9. Mrs. Danvers     and Marylou 
 
10. Piggy     22. Christopher John Francis Boone 
 
11. Holden Caulfield    23. Mina Murray Harker 
 
12.  Daisy Buchanan    24. The Ramseys 
 
13.  Daphne Manners    25. Leisel Meminger 
 
 
 
   ************************ 
 
 
  Answers to last month’s Cotswold Anagrams 
 
 SAPPERTON TUNNEL  STROUD NAVIGATION 
 THE DANEWAY   COTSWOLD LION 
 
 
  Three more anagrams with a Cotswold link 
 
 BUS RIPS COT IN MOORS  DOLTS CLOG ERE POUTS 
 
 DISC FOR FIG CUR   MOST TONGS LOP

   

 
 

 
 


