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March has arrived, the evenings are definitely getting longer and although we have had some very cold nights we have had 
some lovely bright, warm days. The gardens in Avening are full of spring flowers, some cherry trees are already out and there 
is a hint of green on the trees and shrubs. With lockdown easing slowly too life can only get better. 
 
We are very pleased to be able to tell you that Wendy Jennings has agreed to become our new Treasurer. Thank you Pat for 
all your hard work over the last couple of years and we hope your house move to Tetbury later this month goes without a 
hitch. 
 
A number of us should have been going to the GFWI Annual Council Meeting in Cheltenham later this month. It is a good 
day out with interesting speakers and we always manage to go out for lunch half way through too. This year it is on Zoom. I 
shall be there as our delegate and will report back next month! 
 
Our weekly Zoom coffee mornings are gaining in popularity. It’s a good way to see other members even if you don’t want to 
join in the discussions. Just bring a cup of coffee or tea and listen as ideas are shared of ways to keep ourselves occupied.  We 
have some very talented crafters who share what they have been making with us too. 
 
I hope you have all received your Diary of the Decade booklet and enjoyed reading about the last ten years. The Committee 
have worked hard putting it together and special thanks go to Shirley, Soo and the proof reading team. We have sent it to past 
members but if you know of anyone who hasn’t received a copy, and you think should,  please let Soo know as we have some 
spares.              Liz 
             
 

 
 
     HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR MARCH BIRTHDAY GIRLS 
 
   Becca Lettin  Frances Lindley Sue Osborne 
 
  ‘Special Birthdays’ for      Yvonne Crew   Vicky Viveash 

 

The bulbs in our 
Village planter are 
bursting in to life, 

bringing some 
welcome colour. 

Helen took the photo 
on the left in 

February, with the 
heuchera and dwarf 
irises braving the 

cold. Bridget took the 
photo on the right last 

week, showing the 
crocuses, pansies and 

daffodils. 



 
 
 
   Diary of the Decade. What did we do in March 2010-2020? 
2010 – Ideas were still being collected for ways to celebrate the 80th Birthday of AWI. Beryl Milsom suggested that Belly 
Dancing might be a fun idea…the minutes of the meeting say ‘ All suggestions are being followed up’….. 
2011- Shirley Hand organised a Village Quiz to raise money for a hearing loop system for the Memorial Hall. 
2012- Mary Uzzell held a coffee morning at her home in Cherington in aid of the Cobalt Trust. 
2013- Members were wowed at the monthly meeting by a Fashion Show provided by ‘Stratford Cottage’; some of the outfits 
were modelled by Di Wall. 
2014- Gwyneth Simpson was congratulated on having one of her lovely photographs selected for the 2015 GFWI calendar. 
2015- It was our turn to play our part in the countrywide journey of the WI Centenary Baton. We had a cheeses and wine 
event at 5pm on Sunday 22nd to celebrate receiving the baton and then it was taken to Tetbury to be handed on at 8:30 on 
Monday morning. 
2016- Liz Knowles had been to Denman after winning the AWI Denman Bursary and she showed us the lovely lampshade 
she had made and told us how impressed she had been by the course, the accommodation and the food there. 
2017- There was a lovely walk around Box and members and dogs enjoyed a good lunch at the Halfway House Café 
afterwards. 
2018- Several members attended the GFWI Annual Council meeting in Cheltenham and enjoyed hearing Adam Henson, 
talking about his life as a farmer and a ‘Countryfile’ presenter. 
2019- Irene Viveash suggested that we should submit a resolution for a campaign to stop the annual PIP re-assessments of 
people with disabilities that are never going to change. We linked up with Mitcheldean WI to take this forward. 
2020- Our monthly meeting was just squeezed in before the first Coronavirus lockdown.  Gill Adams and Gill Thomas shared 
their memories of the time they’d spent with Di Wall, who died unexpectedly and is sadly missed. Her funeral was on March 
17th but not many members could attend because of the progress of the virus and the risk to the ageing population.  
     
 

 
 

I’ve been doing a lot of gardening this 
month but managed to finish a few 
needlework projects, including this one 
that I started back in September. The 
design was inspired by a photo I saved 
from a magazine years ago and by some 
beautiful fields of poppies I saw last 
summer - some other members may also 
have spotted a field full of them on the 
way to Tetbury. I made a collage of 
small pieces of fabric, and started 
machine stitching on top, intending to 
use this as an exercise to improve my 
machine embroidery technique. Then my 
machine went wrong and refused to 
zigzag, so I finished the stitching by 
hand. I much prefer hand stitching 
anyway.          Jean C 
 

    March meeting via Zoom  
The Chatty Gardener Mandy Bradshaw 
     Thursday 11th March at 10.15am 
  
Please join us for a 45min talk followed by 
questions. Then Mandy will leave the 
meeting and anyone who wishes to stay and 
chat can do so. Don’t feel you have to say 
anything; listening is fine. If you are 
hesitant about Zoom but would like to give 
it a try, please ring any committee member 
to talk through how it works.  

   Avening Spring Fling 
You are invited to put up some bunting, 
make a garland, a posy, decorate a tree – do 
something that can be seen from the road; 
in your garden, on your front door or in a 
window – a bit of added interest and spring 
cheerfulness for us all when taking the air – 
for the weekend of Mothering Sunday 
March 13th and 14th, as we celebrate and 
thank our mothers, and also welcome the 
first day of Spring on March 20th 

Stamps for The 
Pied Piper Appeal 
Please give any 
stamps that you 
have been saving to 
a committee 
member to pass on 
to Soo who will 
send them off to 
Pied Piper  



SUBSCRIPTIONS 2021/22            From Pat Gardiner 
 
Subscriptions are due on 1st April for the coming year; as you know, this has been moved from January by the 
National Federation to recognise the fact that programmes have been severely disrupted, thus giving a three 
month extension to our membership.  This year, the subs are made up as follows: 
 
£12.10 to National Federation, £10.30 to Gloucestershire Federation, £21.60 to Avening WI . This comes to a total 
of £44.00, but read on. 
 
From this April, WIs have been given the freedom to make an annual decision in the run up to subscription 
renewal on whether to charge members the full amount of the WI portion, to reduce it, or to waive it.  The 
committee discussed this at their meeting on 1st March and have decided, for this year, to reduce the amount of 
our WI portion to £10.60; a saving of £10 for each member.  Thus, the annual membership for 2021/22 will 
be £34.00.  There is no flexibility on the NFWI or GFWI amount that we have to charge. 
 
This has consequences for our finances, as you can imagine.  The deficit for our own financial year, which runs 
from 1st October 2020 to 30th September 2021 is likely to be about £700.  It will also reduce the amount of Gift Aid 
to a little over half we would normally expect.  This is on top of a deficit in 2019/20 of £693.  However, our 
reserves are more than we need to run the WI for the year, and this will have the effect of reducing our reserve to 
approximately £2,000.  It is always the case that it costs more to run Avening WI than we receive in member 
subscriptions.  In past years, due mainly to the fantastic fundraising efforts of members in running the 'Bite to Eat' 
scheme, we have made surpluses; £569 in 2017/18 and £697 in 2018/19.  We are hopeful that this will be the case 
again in the future. 
 
We do hope that you will all rejoin for this coming year, and that we can get back to our normal programme before 
too long.  Your subscription cheque should be made payable to 'Avening Womens Institute' and sent to Wendy 
Jennings or given to another member of the committee, or can be paid by BACS to Account number 01740384, 
Sort code 30-98-29 (Lloyds Bank). 
 
On a personal note, I am very grateful to Wendy Jennings for agreeing to take over the role of Treasurer as I make 
my house move to Tetbury, and to the Committee for their support.  I have enjoyed being Treasurer over the last 
18 months, and hopefully will continue to see you all at occasional meetings, including the Zoom ones!  
     

  
 
An energetic Cas digging her pond ready for  
    Spring! 
 
      

A bee in my bonnet!    From Jennie 
 
No - not really – just a something on my mind I 
would like to share. As many of you will know 
in 1992 the WI was a co- founder member of 
the Fairtrade Foundation. Today the Fairtrade 
certification mark is on thousands of products, 
helping more than 1.65 million farmers and 
workers, many of them women, to improve 
their lives and communities. I wrote in more 
detail about this in the February Villager (back 
page!)  so won’t repeat it all here. Nearly thirty 
years on, the aims of the Fairtrade Foundation 
sit very well within the Sustainable Global 
Development Goals and the Climate Coalition’s 
Declaration for a ‘Healthy, Green and Fair 
Tomorrow’ – as on the #SHOWTHELOVE 
postcard that arrived in February’s WI Life. 
Perhaps Avening WI could now take a small 
but very positive step to show our support by 
agreeing to use Fairtrade tea and coffee for our 
meetings and for any catering that we do – and 
let’s hope that those times are not too far off 
now.    
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 
 



     Hyacinth Story….from Soo 
I had bought spring bulbs during the summer holidays and put them away, tightly sealed in their paper bags, in a dark 
cupboard ready to be planted in pots at the appropriate time. 
The autumn term began and I was very busy, so I asked our younger if he could prepare our supper, a familiar and very easy 
chicken curry recipe, as I’d be late back.  
I was delighted to find the curry ready and smelling delicious when I got home. We all thankfully tucked in, enjoying the 
meal and the chat, when Tim said, ‘Huh mum, you really did a good job of hiding the onions!’ 
I replied, rather puzzled, ‘I left this recipe out for you because it doesn’t need onions, I knew we hadn’t got any… ’ 
‘Yes, you had some hidden in the back of the cupboard in the hall….in paper bags’. 
This from a boy who never could find anything unless it was right in front of him and had never been known to bother 
searching for anything in his life! 
I was horror struck to realise we’d all consumed a chicken and hyacinth curry and was quite sure we’d all soon be doomed. I 
decided to panic quietly and very luckily there were no upset tummies, rashes or hospitalisations!  
We were all absolutely fine and we still enjoy the recipe today….but always without hyacinths! 
 
Beverley Piper’s Chicken Korma (Serves 4) 
750g skinned boneless chicken 
4 tabs plain wholemeal flour 
2 tabs mild curry powder (I sometimes use Korma Curry Paste) 
3 tabs oil 
2 cloves of garlic (peeled and crushed) 
½ tsp dried coriander 
450mls chicken stock 
25g raisins 
2 tsps lemon juice 
4 tabs natural yogurt (I usually add more than this) 
25g flaked almonds 
Serve with rice of choice 
Method 
Tip the flour and curry powder into a plastic bag and give it a good shake. 
Cut the chicken into bite sized pieces, add them to the bag and give them a good shake to coat them well. 
Heat the oil in a wok or large frying pan and then fry the garlic and coriander for about 10 seconds. 
Add the chicken pieces and stir over a medium heat, until lightly browned all over. 
Add the stock, lemon juice and raisins and bring to the boil, stirring constantly. 
Cover and simmer gently for 20mins. 
Remove from the heat, stir in the yogurt and almonds and re-heat gently...do not boil. Serve with rice. 
      
     *********************** 
 
Have you been busy crafting, cooking or creating during Lockdown? 
If so, please make sure to take a photo of your work….unless, like me it is too late, as you have eaten most of your creations! 
Jennie has suggested that we create a display of all the lovely things that have been made by AWI members. Not only will it 
be interesting for us to see, but it can be used to showcase AWI at village events. It is one way we can attract new members. 
 
Gill T and Frances have both offered sourdough starter to  
anyone who would like to make their own sourdough loaf. 
Helen had a go and produced this lovely one 
  
 

 

 

Thank you to Gwyneth who has volunteered to 
represent AWI at the Memorial Hall meetings. 
She will be attending the AGM, via Zoom, on 
March 11th 

The Zoom coffee 
mornings on Thursdays 
have been a great success, 
with lots of interesting 
topics covered and skills 
demonstrated by our 
talented members. Please 
join in if you can. 

Don’t forget to return your 200 club slip if you 
want a chance to win in the draw 

Keep the date: Friday 18th June in the 
afternoon, to celebrate our 90th birthday 
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 Shirley’s Bird Quiz 
 
1. Regal angler 
 
2. Out of breath? 
 
3. This bird killed poor robin! 
 
4. Unwanted lodger in the nest. 
 
5. A part of  ‘The Carnival of Animals’ suite. 
 
6. A pantomime. 
 
7. Colourful migrants overwhelming London parks. 
 
8. Arouse the cat? 
 
9. Seen on the Cornish flag. 
 
10. A famous wartime song set in central London. 
 
11. Brought bad luck to ‘The Ancient Mariner’ 
 
12. Is shellfish its main food? 
 
13. Attracted to bright objects. 
 
14. A Norwich supporter. 
 
15. Protects the nation by living in The Tower. 
 
16. You need a good wind for this. 
 
17. Steals goldfish from garden ponds. 
 
18. Wallace and Grommit feathered character,  
      disguised with a marigold glove. 
 
19. Husks of corn measured. 
 
20. Mimics human speech. 
 
21. Took to sea in ‘a pea green boat’ 
 
22. Cowardly coloured tool. 
 
23. Beautiful piece of music by Vaughn Williams. 
 
24. Built St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

   
      Answers will be emailed next week 

 

 
 

Can you work out these anagrams with a Cotswold connection? 
NUN   PLANES   POTTER (9,6)                  AWAY  HET  NED (3,7) 
IAN   DIG   TOURS   VAT   NO (6,10)       DISCO   TOLL   NOW (8,4) 


