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I hope everyone is still keeping well and has managed to keep busy during this latest lockdown. I have had some 

very wet and muddy walks lately with Roddy but on the plus side the countryside is looking very colourful this 

year with lots of berries still in the hedgerows and on the trees. I try and go past the stream towards the end of my 

walk. It is never too cold for a quick dip for a Labrador and it means I have a reasonably clean dog by the time I 

get home!! 

We should have been looking forward to our Christmas Lunch and Party and the GFWI Carol Concert in 

Cheltenham but unfortunately they have all had to be cancelled this year, as have so many other events. I hope as 

many of you as possible will join our Zoom Christmas Meeting on 10th December. It sounds a lovely programme 

of festive songs. 

How are your hyacinth bulbs? Mine is still in the dark but is beginning to grow. Don’t forget to give them a little 

water every so often. Please take a photo of your hyacinth when it is looking its best, then if we can’t meet to 

admire the results we shall produce a photo rainbow instead. My bulbs in the garden are beginning to grow too but 

unfortunately a lot of the tulips I planted in pots have been dug up and stolen by a squirrel!! 

I hope you have all received the latest copy of WI Life. If you turn to page 22 you will find a list of the 5 

Resolutions for the next campaign – all very interesting and thought provoking subjects and certainly worth 

reading around. We will send details later about how we propose to collect your nominations. 

 

Christmas wreaths we made last December 

 
 

I hope everyone has the best possible Christmas they can in this current situation and, I am sure, things will 

improve in the New Year. If not immediately, as soon as Spring begins to appear.                Liz 

    

 

 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR DECEMBER BIRTHDAY GIRLS 

     Gail Dawson     Alison Potts     Rachel Wilson 



 
 

 
Speakers 2021 
Due to the uncertainty of when we will be able to restart our usual meetings, 

we have decided not to print the list of speakers until we know what is  

happening. We have booked, or re-booked, speakers from March onwards  
and if we are able to have meetings earlier, in January and February,  

we will arrange social evenings to catch up with each other and to test  

any new measures that we need to put in place. 

Speakers booked for 2021 are as follows: 
March 11

th
 Mandy Bradshaw (The Chatty Gardener)Finding the angle at Chelsea 

April 8
th

 Caroline Pover – One month in Tohuku 

May 13
th

 Clare Walsh - Indian block printing 
June 10

th
 John Butterworth - Hotel with a famous guest list 

July 8
th

 The work of the Severn Freewheelers - Blood bike deliveries 

August 12
th

 Social evening 

September 9
th

 John Crowther - The plight of the hedgehog 
October 14

th
 Phoebe Carter - Avening Community Orchard 

November 11
th

 Mark Cummings – BBC Radio Gloucester 

Fingers crossed!    Helen and Gwyneth 

 
Future plans 

A Christmas Zoom meeting on Thursday 10
th
 December 2020 at 7.30pm. 

This will be hosted by ‘Songs of Gloucestershire’ and will have a festive theme.  

Don’t worry about your voice, everyone can sing along with their own voice  

muted, so no-one else will hear you! Please join in if you can, it would be lovely 
 to ‘see’ you. Let Soo know if you’d like to take part aveningwi@gmail.com  

or 01453 835084 and she will send you the link by email. 

 
Meeting in the Social club. The committee is regularly in touch with Derrick to  

see if we can use the Social Club early next year to arrange a meeting of some sort.  

We are thinking that perhaps daytime meetings might be better for members and  

as soon as we have any concrete plans we’ll let you know. 

 

Walks 

This is one way that we can get together with socially distanced walks in and  
around Avening. Liz, (and Roddy),Jennie, Vicky, Jean S and Bridget enjoyed a  

lovely walk to Cherington and back, led by Pat. It really does lift the spirits!  

Please join in future walks if you can or perhaps you’d like to lead a walk?  

 

 

 

T'was a month before 

Christmas, 

And all through the town, 

People wore masks, 

That covered their frown. 

The frown had begun 

Way back in the Spring, 

When a global pandemic 
Changed everything. 

They called it corona, 

But unlike the beer, 

It didn’t bring good times, 

It didn’t bring cheer. 

Contagious and deadly, 

This virus spread fast, 

Like a wildfire that starts 

When fueled by gas. 

Airplanes were grounded, 

Travel was banned. 
Borders were closed 

Across air, sea and land. 

As the world entered lockdown 

To flatten the curve, 

The economy halted, 

And folks lost their verve. 

From March to July 

We rode the first wave, 

People stayed home, 

They tried to behave. 

When summer emerged 

The lockdown was lifted. 
But away from caution, 

Many folks drifted. 

Now it’s November 

And cases are spiking, 

Wave two has arrived, 

Much to our disliking. 

Frontline workers, 

Doctors and nurses, 

Try to save people, 

From riding in hearses. 
This virus is awful, 
This COVID-19. 
There isn’t a cure. 
There is no vaccine. 
It’s true that this year 
Has had sadness a plenty, 
We’ll never forget 
The year 2020. 

And just ‘round the corner - 
The holiday season, 
But why be merry? 
Is there even one reason? 
To decorate the house 
And put up the tree, 
When no one will see it, 
No one but me. 
But outside my window 

The snow gently falls, 
And I think to myself, 
Let’s deck the halls! 
So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland and bows, 
As I play those old carols, 
My happiness grows. 

Christmas is not cancelled 
And neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, 

I know we can cope ❤ 

 
 
 

A different Christmas this year. 

I’m sure all of you are 

disappointed that we won’t be 
able to join our WI friends for the 

events that we usually hold at this 

time of year: wreath making, the 

Shopping trip, the Carol Concert, 
the Christmas lunch and the 

Christmas Party. We all know 

how important it is that we act 
responsibly at this time and that 

when we enjoy all these things 

once again in 2021 they will be 
extra special! For this year, here is 

Gill T’s lovely photo of Christmas 

lunch 2015 as a reminder of 

happy times spent together. 

Enjoy good memories of past 

events and perhaps we can all 
raise a glass to all our wonderful 

WI friends. 

 

 



Jean Chatelain made this lovely  

doll with accessories.     

 

 

December Memories from the last decade  
2010 Members were asked to write a short description of themselves to go into a new Avening WI     

Member’s booklet. 

2011 Gill A had been attending rehearsals for the past few weeks and it was great to see her on stage as part 

of the WI choir at the Christmas Concert.  

2012 Thank you gifts were given to Gill Thomas for producing ‘News and Views’ each month and to Ina for 

her work as ‘Tea Hostess Coordinator’. 

2013 Members filled 36 shoeboxes with festive goodies for The Samaritan’s Purse Charity.  

2014 Gwyneth took over from Maisie as President. 

2015 Maisie arranged for us to go to The Snooty Fox for our Christmas Lunch and we were made so 

welcome that we continued to have our festive lunches there for the next 4 Christmases. 

2016 The Christmas Party was great fun, as usual, thanks to Shirley’s hard work preparing all the games and 

we had a delicious ‘Bring and Share’ Supper. 

2017 We went to Worcester for our Christmas shopping trip. 

2018 We catered for 3 ‘Bite to Eat’ events, two of them were full Christmas Dinners, for The Macular 

Society and The Beeches, and members donated lots of lovely china for when we cater for teas and 

parties. 

2019 The Christmas Concert was excellent, as usual, but this year Gwyneth won first prize in the raffle, a 

meal for two at The Ivy, and Bridget won a cushion.        Soo  

 
 

Inspired by the fun I had making 

my Queen Matilda version of the 

WI Dolly, I decided to make a doll 

for my little granddaughter, Arya. 

Naturally I couldn’t just stop at 

the doll - she’d need clothes 

obviously, then a suitcase to pack 

them in and a sleeping bag for the 

journey (it’s a long way to 

Australia). She’ll be living in the 

tropics so needed light clothing, a 

sun hat and sandals, also a cuddly 

toy to comfort her on the way. 

Several weeks later here are the 

results: 
 

    Stroud Foodbank asked Gwyneth to pass on their thanks to Avening WI members for the generous  

       donations they made to the foodbank.   
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   Shirley’s Current and Christmas Quiz 2020 

 
1. What type of dogs will move into The White House with Joe Biden? 

2. Wallace and Grommit star in the dfs Christmas advert. What are the carol singers called 

and what carol are they singing? 

3. What shocking decision has been made by Sussex Cricket League affecting the future of 
village cricket? 

4. What competition has Peter Sawkins recently won? 

5. Last year the highest Xmas ratings in a decade were recorded by which BBC sitcom? 
The last episode had been shown 10 years ago. This was a one-off special. 

6. In February, with 11 million pairs, what was declared U K’s most common bird? 

7. Which singer has donated 1 million dollars to help fund the development of the 
Moderna Covid vaccine? 

8. Last December, the film version of which Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musicals was 

released for Christmas and pronounced “a right dog’s dinner”? 

9. Which 136 year old fashion house, along with its sister chain Peacocks, has collapsed 
into administration? Its clothes were worn by royalty. 

10. Due to the absence of tourists, which bird has thrived in Cornwall this year? 

11.What government job does Sir Lyndsay Hoyle do? 
12. Which supermarket has a fat robin starring in its Christmas advert? 

13. In a recent Radio Times Poll which comedy panel show, started in 1972, was declared 

‘the greatest radio comedy of all times’? (My favourite!) 
14. Three mini episodes of which old, well loved TV comedy, have been written specially 

to show this Christmas? 

15. Where is President Trump intending to reside after being forced out of The White 

House? 
16. What were the last five states to declare the results of the USA Presidential election? 

   

 
About us 

 

This is a recipe that I first used in 2003 and is a family favourite over the festive season, because it is refreshing after 

all the cake, pudding, mince pies etc. It is lovely on its own but some vanilla crème fraiche or cream compliment it 

beautifully. (For Vanilla crème fraiche combine equal quantities of half fat crème fraiche and Greek yogurt with 
vanilla bean paste and caster sugar to taste) 

 

Grand Marnier Oranges with Passion Fruit 

Prep: 30mins   Cooking: 10mins   Serves 8 
 

8 large sweet oranges 

6 passion fruit 
150g (5oz)  golden caster sugar 

6 tbsp Grand Marnier 

 
1. Use a vegetable peeler to pare strips of peel from 2 oranges, then cut into needle fine shreds and put in a heavy 

based pan. 

2. Cut the top and bottom off each orange and use a sharp knife to remove the skin and pith. Slice the fruit into 

rounds, saving the juice, then put the fruit into a bowl. Add the juice to the pan. 
3. Cut each passion fruit in half, scooping the juice and seeds of three into the pan. Push the seeds and pulp of the 

remaining fruit through a sieve held over the pan so the juice drips through. Discard the seeds. 

4. Add the caster sugar to the pan, set it over a medium heat until the sugar dissolves. Increase the heat and swirling 
the pan occasionally, allow the sugar to caramelise gently. (about 10mins) 

5. Remove the pan from the heat and add the Grand Marnier to the syrup (be careful it may splutter) Cool the syrup, 

then pour it over the orange slices. Cover and chill for up to two days before serving. 

    ************************************ 

  

 A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL 

*********************************** 


