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Avening Women’s Institute Annual Report 2020 
2020 - our 90th Birthday and the year of COVID 19. It has been a year like no other but we have tried our best to keep in 
touch with all our Members and celebrate our Birthday. 
We had a very successful shopping trip to Stratford upon Avon and then, a week later, had our usual delicious Christmas 
lunch at The Snooty Fox in Tetbury. The following day a number of members went by minibus to the GFWI Carol Concert  
in Cheltenham. 
We started 2020 with lots of plans for outings and, of course, our 90th Birthday. No one could have guessed what lay ahead!  
Our monthly meetings started well with a very interesting talk about being a Dementia Champion in January; the history of 
the WI Dolly and how it is made in February and saw the beautiful costumes worn by a Baroque Lady in March. Then  
came lockdown and our meetings had to stop. We have managed to transfer all the speakers booked for the rest of 2020 to 
2021. Many thanks to Helen and Gwyneth for all their hard work sorting this out. 
We managed to arrange a walk every month until March followed by lunch visiting Uley, Cherington and Dursley. 
We also managed a very enjoyable evening in January playing skittles with Nailsworth WI. Thank you Wendy for arranging 
this. 
Just before lockdown in March we heard the sad news that one of our members had died suddenly, Di Wall. Di had been a 
committed member of Avening WI for a number of years and had also shared her knowledge of local history with us as one 
of our speakers. She will be greatly missed. 
Liz - President, Soo – Secretary and Pat – Treasurer attended training sessions run by GFWI which they all found interesting 
and useful. 
We have only managed to cater for one Bite to Eat this year, a funeral. We had a full diary of bookings for the summer and 
autumn but these have all had to be cancelled. Hopefully we will be able to start catering for events again next year. 
It was with great sadness we heard in the summer that Denman College in Oxfordshire was to close. It had been struggling 
financially for a while but the cancellation of all courses due to COVID 19 was too much to cope with. Members who had 
attended courses there really enjoyed their experience and had nothing but praise for the quality of the instruction they had 
received.  
The WI planter in the village continues to be admired. Thank you to Helen for keeping an eye on it and restocking with  
plants when needed. 
The committee has been having meetings via ZOOM. Unfortunately not everyone is able to join these meetings but we 
usually manage to have about 6 committee members each time. It has been an invaluable way of keeping in touch and 
making plans but we do miss our coffee and cake!! Thank you very much to Pat for booking the meetings and for taking  
over as Treasurer. We are now able to bank on line and are set up for Gift Aid. 
Thanks go to Bridget who has been doing a brilliant job putting together News and Views each month and to Soo for  
making sure it reaches every member. 
As we couldn’t realise any of the plans we had for our 90th Birthday we decided to put together something for each member. 
Gwyneth made a lovely birthday cake which her daughter Anna iced and we gave everyone a slice. We also put a Hyacinth 
bulb and potting compost in a bag with growing instructions and are looking forward to seeing the results in the New Year.  
It will be fun to see how many different colours we get. The committee members delivered the bags and were able to have a 
chat with members they hadn’t seen for a while. A massive thanks to Soo who (together with her husband, Dez) did all the 
hard work ordering the bulbs and compost, putting them in bags and getting them to committee members to deliver. 
To try and reconnect with our members various garden meet ups were arranged during the summer when the weather was 
good. We had book discussions, coffee and a chat, crafts and even a quiz.  
As our meetings are held in the Memorial Hall in Avening, built in memory of villagers who died in the First World War,  
we decided to ask members to knit poppies to make a display. We received 86 poppies and after Gwyneth, Helen and Liz 
sewed them onto some net supplied by Jean C, we draped it round the memorial plaque (with a lot of help from Nick 
Winkfield). We are very pleased with the result. 
A huge thank you to Soo for all the work she has done this year keeping Members informed not only of the things  
we are doing but with information from GFWI and NFWI. 
Finally, we have been advised that, because all the officers are staying on the committee for another year, we do not need  
an AGM at the moment. We plan to have an extraordinary meeting when we can all get together.  
I am hoping 2021 will be a better year for us all.           
Liz 
 



November Memories from the last decade 
 
2010 We enjoyed a Christmas ‘crafternoon’ making Christmas trees to use as table decorations for our party 
2011 Maisie became the new President 
2012 Winchester was the destination for our Christmas shopping trip 
2013 Members enjoyed a walk through Gatcombe Park and back via the golf course, followed by a delicious 
lunch at Wendy’s house 
2014 Cas gave us a very entertaining talk and demonstration on how to stay flexible 
2015 We turned pillowcases into dresses to be sent to Africa for the ‘Dress A Girl’ charity 
2016 Shirley’s Fun Quiz raised money for the Air Ambulance 
2017 Our first Christmas wreath making workshop took place with help from Eileen and the Nailsworth Flower 
Club 
2018 We plated up 100 Ploughman’s Suppers for the Village’s WW1 Centenary celebration 
2019 We provided a planter to brighten up the area near the telephone box    Helen 
 
   ***************************************************************** 
 

 
 
A big thank you to all those members who knitted poppies  
for the Memorial Hall display and also to Jean C who  
provided a piece of netting that was the perfect size to mount 
them on. We had a total of 86 poppies made and Liz,  
Gwyneth and Helen spent a morning sewing them on.  
Many thanks also to Nick Winkfield who helped Liz and  
Helen put the display in place. 
 
  *******************  

    

 90th Birthday bags and bulbs 
The committee enjoyed delivering the special 
birthday bags to you all and we hope you 
enjoyed the delicious cake made by Gwyneth. 
We hope you have planted your hyacinth bulbs 
and look forward to the time when we can make 
our ‘hyacinth rainbow’. 
Below is a photo of Pat’s hyacinth which she is 
keeping in the garage; it is just showing a little 
green tip. 
 

We had hoped to arrange a small group‘ stitchalong’ 
led by Gill T. As that is now unachievable do look 
at the My WI 
website  https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/c
raft/makes-of-the-month/fancy-footwork for 
instructions on how to make lovely little shoes. 
They are perfect for Christmas decorations. Gill has 
offered to host a Zoom stitchalong so please let Soo 
know if you would like to join in.  

  Christmas wreaths 
Unfortunately we won’t be able to have our usual 
workshop this year to make Christmas Wreaths. 
However I have two complete oasis wreaths and three 
oasis innards leftover from last year. £2 each delivered. 
If anyone would like one please contact me on 
01453833803 - first come first served!              Liz 
 



Thank you to Shirley for compiling this quiz. 
(I will email the answers to you next week) 
        
       Menu for the Institute Inn 

 
Starters  

Liquid fly swatting device  

Greedy Fungi full   

More in Nest (anagram)  

Afternoon treat for a mariner   

Left over from Adam   

A fishy drink?   

Main Course  

Trapped Amphibian   

Walked by her in the heat of the day   

Sharp pointed post  

Bird from USSR  

Shamrock Crisis  

English Essayist Shoemaker   

Bovine Footwear  

Roasted over actor   

A dull pain  

Sides   

Eat it all over the channel   

Grows   

Capital of Portugal   

How old is the taxi  

Quickly rotates the 8th letter  

Useful in the Casino   

Desserts   

Gabriel’s Favourite  

Start Race  

Hope it is not got a soggy bottom   

Alcoholic insignificance   

Saw Richard  

Eves choice falls apart  

Great Grandma’s splendid underwear   

Cockney Sweetheart   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who sent 
contributions for the Stroud 
foodbank and to Gwyneth for 
loading up her car boot and 
delivering it all. She said there was 
a lot! 

 
 ********** 
Sue King wrote: 
I thought I would make the most of 
Lockdown and make my WI lady. 
I added a couple of extras…a lace 
trim and plaits. My next project is 
a lampshade. 

 
 
 
Community Orchard news 
On Saturday 5th December there 
will be tree planting and putting up 
tree guards. On Sunday 6th 
December there will be a pruning 
workshop on existing trees, run by 
Trust Juice. Everyone welcome! 
There is more information on their 
Facebook page. 
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No-Flour Chocolate Espresso Cake    From Soo 
This simple, yet indulgent, flourless cake recipe from, Stones Bakery in Falmouth, only 
requires five ingredients and is delicious served hot or cold, ideally with a dollop of crème 
fraiche! 
Ingredients 
80g caster sugar 
120g good quality unsalted butter 
200g dark chocolate 
4 free range eggs 
1 Shot of espresso or 1tsp instant coffee mixed with 1 tabsp water 
Method 

1. Preheat the oven to 200 degrees 
2. Line a 20cm tin with greaseproof paper. 
3. Gently melt the butter and the chocolate together in a saucepan until just melted 

and stir in the coffee. 
4. Separate the eggs and beat the sugar and the yolks together. 
5. Stir the melted chocolate into the sugar and egg mixture. 
6. Whip the egg whites until stiff peaks form. 
7. Fold the egg whites into the chocolate mixture and pour into the prepared tin. 
8. Bake for around 18minutes, it should still have a little wobble 

Thank you to Jean Chatelain for sending this: 
 
Doesn’t this time seem to come round quickly? Must be getting older that makes it 
seem like that. 
Well I’m still working on that piece of needlepoint you saw me doing when you 
delivered the WI bag of goodies (which was a very nice surprise, thanks to 
everyone who had a hand in that). I decided to make a rag doll with lots of clothes 
for my granddaughter and that’s been the project for the last few weeks, but she’s 
not finished yet either so I’m sending something non-crafty this month. 
I’ve recently become very interested in finding and identifying fungi, so on our 
walks at the moment my husband, Jean-Noël, and I have been trying to spot as 
many as we can. That is, I usually spot them, he takes pictures of them, then I spend 
many hours at home looking through books and googling endlessly to try and 
identify them. I had no idea how many species there are - and how similar to each 
other many are. These photos (all taken by Jean-Noël) show a few where I’m fairly 
certain of the identification. 
The first one, taken in the woods between Avening and Longford’s Mill, shows a 
fungus called Green Wood Cups or Green Elf Cups. Apparently they stain the wood 
green and the stained wood was used in a type of woodwork called Tunbridgeware. 
The brown structures on the left are a type of lichen called Dog Lichen 
The others were all found in Pope’s Wood (near Painswick Beacon). First, the 
Collared Earthstar, then the Magpie Inkcap, and last but not least, the Death Cap - 
one of the most poisonous fungi in the world! (If any of these are wrong I’ll be 
happy to be corrected).  
Call me macabre but what I’d really like is to find a Death Cap in a graveyard! 
 Above the Death Cap 

Below are Green Wood Cups/Elf Cups 

  
Magpie Inkcap 

 
Collared Earthstar 


