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Avening WI celebrates its 90th birthday on the 7th October 2020 
Thank you to Gwyneth and her daughter Anna for this lovely  
           cake. 

As we are coming up to our 90th Birthday we thought 
it would be fun to look over the last decade, month by 
month. Here is what happened in October: 
2010 Eileen Ind joined Avening WI as the 35th 
member. Our birthday celebrations were attended by 
the Federation President, Margaret Clarke. 
2011 39 boxes were packed at Shirley Hand’s 
house for Samaritans Purse. 
2012 Our speaker in October was Fiona Warin who 
turned out to be brilliant and gave an hilarious 
account of her ‘Life on the plot’. 
2013 Two teams got through to the final of the 
GFWI Quiz competition. It was a fun evening but we 
didn’t do quite well enough! 
2014 We held an all day workshop in the Social 
Club with Norah Kennedy and learnt how to willow 
weave. We made garden sculptures of pigs and 
chickens and had a lovely bring and share lunch. 
2015 We invited Norah Kennedy back again and 
this time made Christmas decorations - stars, reindeer, 
Christmas trees, willow wreaths etc. 
2016 We went on a trip to Windsor Castle to see an 
Exhibition of outfits from the Queen’s wardrobe. 
2017 We went on a very, very wet walk around 
Kingscote! We submitted a plan for the GFWI Banner 
competition – we intended to make it even if we 
didn’t win. 
2018 We had a very successful friendly skittles 
evening in the Social Club, where some new stars 
came to light. 
2019 This year our Quiz team WON the GFWI 
Quiz Competition. It was the GFWI Centenary. A 
weekend in the Cathedral celebrated the event with a 
lovely display in the Cloisters put together by 
individual WIs; displays of competition entries in the 
Cathedral itself; display boards showcasing 100 years 
of Gloucestershire WI and a service in the Cathedral 
on the Saturday.      Liz 
 

  
 

I’m writing this on a lovely, sunny Tuesday morning. So 
much nicer to look out and see the sun after all the rain of the 
last few days.  
I went on a lovely walk led by Pat a couple of weeks ago. 
There were only three of us walking probably because the 
weather didn’t look very promising but although very damp 
the rain mostly held off. We went up past Longman’s Barn 
Farm, past Hazel Wood and along Grave Lane and after a 
few twists and turns came down into West End. It was a 
completely new walk for me and one I will certainly do 
again. Thank you Pat. 
The trees are beginning to look very autumnal and there are 
lots of berries around so I hope that doesn’t mean we are in 
for a bad winter.  
At the beginning of the year we were planning for and 
looking forward to celebrating our 90th birthday in October. 
Unfortunately this has all come to a standstill but we are not 
giving up and our plans are being carried forward to 2021. In 
the meantime, all current Avening WI members will get a 
visit from a Committee Member in the near future! I’m not 
saying any more!! 
We have another ZOOM Committee meeting booked towards 
the end of October and hopefully, by then, will know whether 
there is any chance that we can have some sort of get together 
before Christmas. It’s not looking very promising. 
Stay safe and well.     Liz 
 
  ************************** 
 



Mrs Yvonne Crew is Avening WI’s longest standing member having joined in 1961. Thank you Yvonne for sharing your 
memories of those years. 
 
My husband and I moved to Avening in 1961, I was a farmer’s wife with a young baby and didn’t know anyone in the 
village, so felt quite lonely – then someone suggested that I joined the WI. I was warmly welcomed at the first meeting I 
attended and have continued to be a member since that day. 
When I became a member in 1961 the President was Miss Georgie Edmonds and the Secretary was Mrs Jessie Skinner, two 
ladies who did a lot of work for the village. 
The meetings always started with everyone singing ‘Jerusalem’ - there was always someone who could play the piano and 
lead the group. This was followed by the usual WI business, a good speaker and the meetings ended with members singing 
‘God Save The Queen’.  
During the year various competitions were held in preparation for the Annual Group Meeting. At that time there were eight 
WI’s in the Tetbury group – Tetbury x 2, Didmarton, Shipton Moyne, Westonbirt, Kingscote, Hawksbury Upton and 
Avening 
During my time with the WI, I was for many years a member the Avening Branch committee and was also the Group 
Secretary for a few years. 
Before the 1970’s, Avening Village Hall was quite different - there was only one kitchen which was shared by all who used 
the hall, including Avening Primary School. There were many other things that needed attention in the hall, so the Hall 
Committee organised fund-raising events to facilitate the upkeep and repairs. 
Harold Chamberlain who was a local retired farmer, left £20,000 (which was a lot of money in those days) for the Village 
Hall. The money was used to build the extension now known as The Chamberlain Room, which has its own kitchen and is 
used by all clubs and organisations who hire the hall. 
One thing that saddens me is the closure and sale of Denman College. I attended WI courses there many times over the years 
and always found them informative and enjoyable. 
I have just read the WI September Magazine where it says - 
‘Life in the WI - Learn, Laugh, Love and Inspire’ - that sums it up perfectly for me!   Yvonne Crew 

 

 
 

 ******************* 
  

This month I’ve made a batch of mushrooms, mainly from oddments of vintage 
fabrics, embellished with beads, sequins and lace. They’ll be off to London soon, 
together with other handmade Christmas ornaments, where my daughter will sell 
them at craft markets alongside her own hand-painted pots and macramé plant 
hangers. 
WI memories: 
“One of the most enjoyable meetings for me was the felting workshop. It was 
great fun with everyone getting quite messy as we created our bits of felt. I was 
very proud to take home my colourful sample but I have to admit that it’s still 
loitering in my ‘one day I’ll do something with this’ bag! Inspiration will strike 
eventually..... “                       Jean Chatelain 
   
  ************************************* 

Pat ,Liz and guest Beverley, relaxing 
after their September walk, described 
earlier by Liz. 
Pat’s WI memories: 
“Some of my favourite memories of 
the WI are the Christmas parties, with 
quizzes and food tastings set by 
Shirley, delicious food made by the 
Members, and the fantastic sense of 
cameraderie they bring.” 
 

 

 



Narrowboat Trip on the Thames 2020 
Skipper-Ian,    1st Mate-Gwyneth      2nd Mate- Bryn (dog). 
1st leg 
At the end of July we met Ian’s daughter and son in law in Great Bedwyn on the Kennet and Avon Canal to take over our 
narrowboat Bright Water.  The boat had been in lockdown in Devizes until July.  Our plan was to head for Windsor.  Before 
we reached the Thames the predicted heatwave arrived.  Folks on the banks from Reading onwards were making the most of 
the river.  Hundreds of swimmers, paddleboarders. canoeists and rowers filled the water.  Piloting a 57 foot, 20 ton steel boat, 
with no brakes, around them was no mean feat. 
The heat was intense and with no breeze it was tough going.  We passed Henley and Marlow where the banks are lined with 
houses belonging to the super rich.  On past Bray and Maidenhead arriving in Windsor a few days later.  The locks on the 
Thames are usually operated by lockkeepers but they have become a rare species this year and 1st Mate (me) had to manage 
most of them.  We waved to HM the Queen in her castle but as no Standard was flying we assume she was at Balmoral. 
We headed back to Reading to leave the boat for a couple of weeks on the canal and for Ian’s family to take it on to 
Abingdon where we picked it up again for 2 weeks. 
2nd leg 
6th – 20th September Abingdon to Lechlade and back to Oxford entering the Oxford Canal. 
 The boat is now set up with WIFI so I was able to take part in a W.I. Committee Zoom meeting on route.  The Thames 
upstream is pretty challenging with hundreds of sharp bends, very narrow in places and shallow.  We had a few encounters 
with overhanging trees.  2nd Mate Bryn tried an unwise leap onto the bank and missed.  Luckily I caught him before he fell 
into the water!  The countryside and views are very beautiful on this stretch of the river. The moorings in Lechlade are along 
a lovely meadow very close to the town.  We spent a great day here with my son, partner and 3 year old twins.  Kamikaze 
Isla was determined to fall in the river but careful herding saved the day. She did fall into my daughter’s swimming pool last 
Easter!  We took a leisurely cruise back to Oxford making the most of the beautiful weather.  We entered the Oxford Canal, a 
huge contrast to the Thames. The canal and locks, in particular, are extremely narrow.  We will be returning in a few weeks 
to take the boat on to Alvechurch where it will stay for the winter. 
Gwyneth 
 

 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR OCTOBER BIRTHDAY GIRLS 
    Gwyneth              Gill T 

‘Please pass on my thanks to the ‘WI birthday card deliverer’! It was lovely to receive a card on my birthday – I think 
it says a lot about the WI in general and the Avening WI in particular, that they do, in so many ‘little’ ways like this, 
show their friendship and care for their members.’ 
     ************************ 

Bright Water ready to leave  (left) 
Dawn mist over the meadows  (above) 
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Comfort Food for October: 
Chicken and Lentils (Serves 4) 
INGREDIENTS 
2 tabs rapeseed or olive oil 
1 large onion, sliced 
4 garlic cloves, chopped 
Leaves from 2 sprigs of rosemary 
200g red lentils, well rinsed 
500mls chicken or veg stock 
8 skin-on, bone in, chicken thighs or one medium chicken (about 1.75kg/4lb jointed 
into 6-8 pieces 
METHOD 
Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/gas 4 
Choose a flameproof casserole dish or a wide, ovenproof pan that will hold the 
chicken pieces snugly. But comfortably. 
Heat the dish/pan on a low/medium heat. 
Add the oil, then the onion and cook, stirring regularly for 6-8 mins, until it begins to 
soften. 
Add the garlic, rosemary and some salt and pepper. 
Cook gently for a further 5mins, then stir in the lentils and the stock. 
Season the chicken thighs and place skin side up on top of the lentil mixture. Keep 
the chicken skin exposed above the liquid, so that it can go brown and crispy in the 
oven. 
Bring to a simmer on the hob and then transfer to the oven and bake, uncovered, for 
about an hour. 
Check that the chicken is cooked right through and that the lentils are soft. 
If not, return to the oven for 10-15mins and check again. 
Skim off any excess fat from the surface. Taste the lentilly liquor and add more s+p 
if needed. 
Serve, scattered with fresh parsley and steamed broccoli or other green vegetable on 
the side. 
(From Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall)     Soo 
  

Reminders 
Poppies for the Memorial Hall 
Helen has collected a good number of knitted poppies but would still like more. 
The pattern was printed in September News and Views. Helen would like all the 
poppies by Thursday October 22nd please. If you would like her to collect them contact 
her at haiselden.family@btinternet.com  or drop them off with any committee member. 
 
Stroud Foodbank 
We are having our usual Christmas collection for the foodbank. Please leave your 
donated items with any committee member by Friday 6th November. We will collect 
items if you are unable to deliver them. 
See September News and Views for more details of what they do and don’t need, or 
check the website https://strouddistict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
 

Diary of the Decade 2010 – 2020 
Thank you to Shirley who has produced lots of material for the booklet on the last 
decade of AWI. Once edited, it will be printed for you all to enjoy reading. 
 
Avening Community Orchard 
You may remember that Jean C suggested that AWI plants a tree in the orchard to 
mark our 90th birthday. Pat is in touch with Dr. Phoebe Carter who is coordinating 
the project and Pat will ask her if she would like to come and talk to us about the 
plans for planting the orchard.  
  

I thought members might like to 
know that the end of year 
accounts have been prepared, 
and are being scrutinised by 
Bob Jennings.  Once approved, 
we will circulate them to 
members and submit them to 
the Charity Commission.   Pat            
 
AWI’s Annual Meeting will 
be held in November. The 
President’s report, Treasurer’s 
report and financial statement 
will be circulated to members 
and voting for officers will take 
place by email . 
All members of the committee 
are prepared to continue, but if 
anyone would like to join the 
committee several members 
would step down. Please let  
Soo know if you are interested. 
 ****************** 
 Avening WI was formed on the 
7th October 1930 and has been 
meeting on the second 
Thursday of the month since 
then.  We currently have 39 
paid up members 


