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I am composing this sitting on a bench in Stratford Park while my car is having 
the air conditioning looked at and fixed, I hope. I am due to go to Pembrokeshire 
next week and if it is still hot I think Roddy (my dog) might expire without it! As 
might I as I don’t like driving on the motorway with the windows open. 
I hope you are all still keeping well and managing to find things to do. Now that 
the lock down rules have been eased a bit more it is easier to see family and 
friends although I have a growing suspicion that this may change again in the not 
too distant future. 
Some of the Committee Members have another ZOOM meeting booked for next 
week. We will be looking at how we can hold a meeting in September, if at all. 
The Memorial Hall and Social Club are still not sure when they will be able to 
open. It may be that we have to have small gatherings in gardens – some just for 
coffee, some with a craft theme and even a socially distanced walk.  
It was incredibly sad to see that Denman is to close. I have very fond memories of 
my weekend there spent making a lampshade. The other members of my course 
were very friendly and I was surprised how far they had travelled, from 
Carmarthenshire to Yorkshire.      Liz 
 Liz 

No September meeting. 
 
Future meetings’ update. 
There are no plans at the moment 
to open the Hall or the Social Club. 
The Hall opening is dependent on 
whether the school will need to use 
it to ensure social distancing of the 
children. The committee will keep 
you informed of any developments. 
 
90th Birthday Celebrations. 
The committee is thinking of ways 
in which we might celebrate, as it 
is unlikely that we’ll all be able to 
meet. (Any ideas welcome)  
 
Gatcombe meeting; no further 
news. 
 
AWI small group meetings. 
Soo is working hard drawing up a 
programme of small, member- 
hosted events and will be in touch 
with you soon about what you 
might like to attend. Thank you to 
those members who have offered to 
be hosts. 
 
The new AWI laptop has been 
purchased and will be very useful 
for Soo, who I’m sure members 
will agree is doing a marvellous job 
in keeping us all informed and in 
touch. 
Thank you Soo. 
 

Jean Chatelain has been busy again creating this lovely hooked rug for her 
   grandchildren in Australia 

From Gill T 
This is a pincushion and needlecase I made on a sew along in a WI 
Facebook group. The patterns are both on the My WI “Crafts to Keep 
Busy” page https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/interests/crafts/crafts-to-keep-
busy   but the nicest thing was chatting along to the others in the group 
and seeing how different all our projects turned out. There are so many 
WI-related things going on, many of them on Facebook. I’ll happily 
share links with anyone interested. 
gill@thequarryhouse.com 

August 2020 



 Guess who these little charmers are…………….    
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If you need a little 
help, in no particular 
order there is:- 
A creative crafter. 
A keen gardener. 
She keeps us 
entertained. 
A talented 
needlewoman. 
14 legs in her 
house…not all human! 
 
(Answers overleaf) 

Gloucestershire Place Names 
1. Discomforts for the 

candle (9) 

2. High class butchery 
(14) 

3. Warning a century 
and a girl’s name (11) 

4. Famous footballing 
brothers and royalty 
(13) 

5. Lofty backward male 
(7) 

6. Rim (4) 

7. Adam’s son is angry 
(10) 

8. Beeyl (Anagram) (5) 

9. Not a blunt point (9) 

10. A strainer for hair (10) 

11. Royal wooing (10) 

12. Fliers rim (7) 

13. Clean tor (10) 

14. Fingertip value (10) 

15. - - - -  and seek (4) 

16. Pitch a tent (4) 

17. Arid burn (8) 

18. Broken Ruth before 
two peas (6) 

19. A horse too soon (8) 

20. Male cow is mad (10) 

21. Wipe your shoes on 
your son (6) 

22. A niggard and his 
hideout (8) 

23. Was Dick here? (11) 

24. Mine-field (7) 

25. Ecclesiastical ruin (10) 
‘Health and safety’ story from Liz 
 
 I was brought up in Gloucester and once I left my infants school 
which was just round the corner I went to a primary school a bus 
ride away. I went on my own – left the house, walked to the bus 
stop, caught the bus and after a shortish ride got off and walked to 
school. Most of the children at the school lived close by so more 
often than not I was doing the journey on my own, until two years 
later when my sister joined me. My family were horrified when 
they heard this story!! 
 

The Walled garden at Stratford 
Park in Stroud is open and a 
lovely place to visit. You need 
to book a 45 minute slot online, 
then that time is exclusively for 
your group of up to 6 family or 
friends….there will be no other 
visitors in the garden. 
It’s free but donations are 
welcome. Book at 
https://museuminthepark.org.uk 
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About us 

Avening WI was formed on the  
 

AVENING WI FINANCES 
Although we haven't had meetings, things have been going on behind the scenes! 
We have had to re-register with the Charity Commission as our income was just over their 
threshold last year and the previous year. It looks from the certificate as if we were never 
deregistered, giving our registration date as 1993!!  Our Charity number is 1030214 if anyone 
would like to look us up. 
We have successfully registered with HMRC and claimed Gift Aid, receiving £372.78 
(backdated for the last 4 years). As it stands at the moment, we should be able to claim 
about £85 next year. If anyone who pays Income Tax hasn't yet completed a Gift Aid form, 
please let me know and I will let you have one. 
Our bank balance is healthy at about £3,800. The Committee have recently approved the 
purchase of a new laptop, as the old one is at the end of its life - the Gift Aid money should 
nearly cover the cost. 
We are now regularly using internet banking; that has certainly made things easier over the 
last few months. The Lloyds Bank account that we use requires a second person to authorise 
payments, ensuring that none of the signatories can be fraudulent. 
I'm looking forward to being able to meet again, as I'm sure you are too.  Pat 
 
A message from Wendy. 
A big thank you to everyone who 
asked me to make them facemasks. I 
hope they enjoyed the colour choices 
of material I picked for each friend. 
One lovely lady supplied her own 
fabric of leopard print and the 
resulting facemasks were great. 
Everyone made generous donations 
to the Cobalt Centre in Cheltenham, 
our WI charity. 
 

‘Health and Safety’ memory 
My sister and I were keen 
Guides in the 1960s and 
particularly enjoyed going 
camping. A favourite camping 
destination was on the slopes of 
Golden Cap on the Jurassic 
coast in Dorset. To travel there 
all the way from Surrey we all 
piled into the back of a Removal 
Lorry and sat on the tents and kit 
bags all the way, clinging on and 
lurching about on the twisty 
lanes. There was plenty of 
laughter and singing and luckily 
we all arrived intact. 
Helen 

NFWI Raffle tickets are available 
from  

pmgard72@yahoo.co.uk before 8th 
September 

NFWI have informed us that other 
than the first prize, (£10,000) all the 
prizes have been given to the Raffle 
free of charge by very generous 
donors and the WIE Board decided 
that the Raffle will continue to go 
ahead as planned. The Raffle closes 
on Friday, 25 September 2020. The 
draw will take place as advertised on 
Friday, 9 October 2020 and the prize 
winners will be announced as usual 
during National Council towards the 
end of October. 

HAPPY   BIRTHDAY  TO  OUR          
AUGUST  BIRTHDAY GIRLS 
 
       Sue C          and         Hilary
    
         

 GFWI 2021 Calendars 
and Diaries - Please be 
aware that due to the 
pandemic we are unable 
to send a sample 
calendar this year. The 
2021 calendar will be the 
same format as previous 
years.  

          Orders for both 
calendars and diaries for 
2021 are now being 
taken. £5 for a calendar, 
£5.10p for a diary. Please 
let Soo know if you’d like 
her to order anything for 
you by 31st August. 
(aveningwi @gmail.com) 
      

Answers to Place names Quiz 
1. Painswick   
2. Upper Slaughter 
3. Cirencester 
4. Charlton Kings 
5. Highnam 
6. Edge 
7. Cainscross 
8. Ebley 
9. Sharpness 
10. Harescombe 
11. Kingscourt 
12. Birdlip 
13. Whiteshill 
14. Nailsworth 
15. Hyde 
16. Camp 
17.Drybrook      23.Whittington 
18. Thrupp      24. Coale 
19. Cobberly      25. Churchdown 
20. Bull’s Cross 
21. Matson 
22. Miserden 
 

 Answers to “Little Charmers” 
 
Jean C  Liz 
Bridget               Gill T 
Helen 


