
 

News and Views 

  A v e n i n g  W I  

 

December 2019 
 

December Walk 

Seven members and four dogs had a very enjoyable walk around Uley 

Bury. We wrapped up warm as there was a chilly wind, but the day was dry 

and the paths not too muddy. With the leaves off the trees we were able to 

admire the views on each side over Uley, Dursley, Cam and the 

neighbouring hills. We then retired to the warmth and comfort of the 

Vestry Café at the Prema Arts Centre for a delicious lunch. Helen H 

Helen, Gwyneth, Liz, Margaret and Pam pose by the planter we donated to 

the village, before setting off on the Uley walk. 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
WI Evening at John Lewis 

On 12th November a good number of AWI members went to John Lewis in 

Cheltenham for the special event they had organised for the County WI members. 

The store was closed to other members of the public.  We were given a warm 

welcome by the staff and given a programme for the evening. The evening started 

with a fish and chip supper if it had been pre-ordered. There were wine and coffee 

tastings, a fashion show, a free nail treatment and many other activities. It was too 

tempting to just stroll around the store and we missed most of the events! We did see 

the fashion show and the models were WI members of various shapes and sizes and 

very elegant they looked too.  I am sure JL will repeat the event and I recommend a 

visit. 

Gwyneth 
    ********************** 

 

Dates for your diary 

• January meeting 

annual subscriptions 

of £43 are due 

• 23rd January Friendly 

Skittles match against 

Nailsworth 

• ACM 25th March 2020 

• NFWI AGM 4th June 

 

Denman bursary will be 

drawn in January if you 

would like to enter. 

 

Pick up your 2020 

programme tonight. 
 

 

 Next meeting 
9th January Jennie 

South and Clare 

Bebbington  speak on 

‘Dementia Champions’ 
 

Flower of the month 
CONGRATULATIONS 

to Competition winners 

 1st  Helen H  21pts 

       Maisie    21pts 

 

3rd Jean C   20pts 

 

 

     Tea girls 

Liz Cleeton and   

Gail Dawson 

 

 
 

      

 

 Many Happy Returns to our December Birthday Girls 

   Gail   Helen E   Rachel 
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GFWI Christmas Carol Concert 

Nine members of AWI and one from Minchinhampton WI enjoyed a lovely 

evening of music at Cheltenham Town Hall. The concert had a lighter feel than 

usual as the compere was Mark Cummings of Radio Gloucestershire. In addition 

to the usual WI Choir who sang beautifully, and James Brown playing the organ, 

we were entertained for the first time by Cotswold Brass, an ensemble of five 

players. The soloist was Elin Manahan Thomas, a Welsh soprano who sang at the 

wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. She sang a variety of songs ranging 

from Brahms to ‘Frosty the Snowman’. I particularly enjoyed hearing her sing 

traditional Welsh songs. The highlight for me was the performance by 13 year old 

Michael Lei from Dean Close School; he played Chopin and jazz with equal 

assurance and has amazing talent. Gwyneth and Bridget both won raffle prizes!  

—————————————— 

   Christmas lunch at the Snooty Fox 

 
 
They did it again! The Snooty Fox laid on a lovely Christmas lunch for 26 AWI 
members. We had all the usual crackers, party poppers, hats, balloons and 
noisy blowers to get us in the party mood, as well as a complimentary glass of 
prosecco on arrival. The food and service were very good, even though the staff 
had trouble making themselves heard above the hubbub! This is always a lovely 
way to get together with friends to start the Christmas festivities. Thank you 
Maisie for ensuring that all we had to do was turn up and enjoy ourselves.

 
============= 

 
 
   

 
About us 

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet- 

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 42 paid up mem- 

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening. 

We offer lunches and teas in the 

Social Club in Avening and in the 

neighbouring village of Cherington. 

 

 

Seasonal trip to Stratford on Avon. 

Almost a full coachload of members, friends and villagers enjoyed a 

shopping trip to Stratford on 28th November. The day was dull and drizzly 

but that didn’t deter us. The Christmas market was a little disappointing but 

it was a pleasure to experience shopping in the streets lined with wonderful 

old buildings, housing a range of independent shops. As always we sought 

out the coffee shops and lovely places to lunch. Thank you Sue for 

organising the trip.   

Cobalt. Sue 

Osborne managed to 

get our donation of 

£120 to Cobalt in 

time for The Big 

Give, so it will be 

doubled to £240 

which is really good. 

Thank you Sue for 

organising the 

collection. 

 Minchinhampton WI together 

with Area WI’s held a 

Gloucestershire Centenary Carol 

Service at Holy Trinity Church. 

Sue Osborne represented AWI and 

said that the service of lessons and 

carols was very good. 

The annual subscription payable at 

the January meeting is £43. You can 

pay by cheque, cash or BACS 

If you wish you can complete a Gift 

Aid Form that Pat will have. There 

will be more details on the 

information table. 

              A Merry Christmas and  Happy New Year to all our members 


