
Bite to Eat  
We have the last ‘Bite to Eat’ of 

the year on Sunday: Christmas 

Lunch for The Beeches in the 

Social Club.  

Yesterday we served Christmas 

Lunch to The Macular Society, 

again in the Social Club. 

November Walk 
We set off across Rodborough 

Common and walked down past 

the Fort towards Stroud. Then we 

crossed the fields to the river and 

canal. The dogs enjoyed a swim in 

the river! We walked along the 

canal towpath to the Lock Café 

where we had a lovely lunch. We 

followed a slightly different route 

back and, after a steep climb, ar-

rived back at our cars. Thank you 

Eileen for leading the walk. 

Next  meeting 
January 11th 

Wed to the Cloth 
 

Alison Hesketh 

 

Flower of the Month 

 

Tea Girls  

Jean C & Gail 

December 2017 
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News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our December Birthday Girls! 

Gail  ::  Helen E  ::  Rachel    

 
Quiz Night Shirley’s very successful quiz night at the beginning of No-

vember raised £150. This will be sent to Tetbury Hospital. 

Skittles Thank you to everyone who came along to the friendly skittles 

match on Thursday, 16th November. Avening WI met up with Nailsworth 

WI in the Social Club and enjoyed a relaxed game of skittles and a mar-

vellous supper. All our team brought a plate of food to share with the op-

position -and it went down very well and was much appreciated. We also 

invited Nailsworth to join us on the coach to Worcester on 1st December, 

and four of them were happy to do so. Avening won the match, but only 

just.        Wendy J 

GFWI Carol Concert On 6th December a minibus picked up nine WI 

members from Avening and four from Minchinhampton to go to Chelten-

ham to attend the annual Carol Concert. The Guest Artist was Wynne Ev-

ans, a Welsh tenor well known for the Gocompare Advert on TV. Not only 

did he have a great singing voice but he was very entertaining and the 

Hall rang out with laughter! The other guests included Jacob Barns, a very 

talented, young cellist and James Brown who played the organ. The WI 

Choir, gathered from all over the County, were great and there were 

some of our favourite carols for us to sing. A very good evening. 

*************************** 

Sorry there aren’t any photos. Too much to say! There will be 

lots next month 

We have a new Committee 

President : Gwyneth Simpson                Vice- president : Maisie Stanton 

Secretary : Soo Rolfe            Treasurer : Shirley Hand 

Programme : Sue Osborne + Helen Haiselden 

Outings : Sue Osborne  +  Gwyneth Simpson 

‘Bite to eat’  Eileen Ind                       News and views: Liz Knowles 

Bridget Seward  Sue King 

 

Non committee members have agreed to be responsible for the following jobs: 

Competitions: Wendy Eldridge  Skittles:  Wendy Jennings 
 

Thank you all for everything you do to make Avening WI  continue to flourish. 
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About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 37 paid up mem-

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening which has recently under-

gone  some renovations .   

We offer a Bite to Eat scheme in 

Avening and Cherington. 

Avening WI President: 

Gwyneth Simpson 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Soo Rolfe 

 

Website: 

http://

aveningwi.wordpress.com 

 

Trip to Worcester 
We had a very successful trip to Worcester on 1st December. As we had some 

space on the coach four members of Nailsworth WI joined us. Although cold it 

was a lovely, bright day. The Victorian Christmas Market had some interesting 

stalls selling all sorts of Christmas bits and pieces together with lovely mulled ci-

der to warm you up! For those who didn’t want to shop there was the Cathe-

dral to visit together with the cricket ground, river, two National Trust properties 

and the Guildhall. Lots to see and do. Thank you Gwyneth for organising the 

trip. 

****************************** 

Christmas Lunch 

For the third year running we decided to go to The Snooty Fox for our Christmas 

Lunch. It was a good decision, the table looked very festive with crackers, party 

poppers and hats and the food was delicious. We had a good turnout, includ-

ing Chris’s daughter. At times, the noise levels were very high!! It was lovely to 

see Beryl again and to catch up on all her news. Thank you Maisie for all your 

organisation and the Snooty Fox for making us so welcome. We all had a great 

time. 

************************* 

Wreath Making morning 

About 10 members and friends arrived at the Social Club laden with greenery 

and berries from their gardens, the lanes and fields. There was enough to make 

about 50 wreaths but we made one each! Eileen had invited her friend, June, 

from the Flower Club to give us some ideas and tips. We had a very congenial 

morning building the wreaths on an oasis ring. There was a considerable 

amount of additional items to incorporate in the wreaths such as cones, teazels, 

sprayed dried seed heads, cinnamon sticks, slices of dried oranges, baubles 

and ribbons to make bows. 

We ended the morning with an excellent bring and share lunch. Thank you Sue 

O, Pat G and Eileen for organising the morning and providing guidance on how 

to make a most acceptable wreath. 

Flower Competition 

The winners of the 2017 Flower Competition are: 

 Joint 1st with 24 points: Yvonne and Maisie 

 3rd with 16 points:  Helen H 
 

************************* 

NB Subs are due in January! 

A Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year to all our members! 


