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About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 38 paid up mem-

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening which has recently under-

gone  some renovations .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Cherington, 

convenient for  Highgrove gardens 

and Westonbirt Arboretum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Gwyneth Simpson 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Bridget Seward 

 

Website: 

http://

aveningwi.wordpress.com 

 

 

Bite to Eat 

The Bite to Eat team have had a busy summer. We have ca-

tered for a lunch for approx 100 following a christening; a wake 

and a lunch for the Macular Society. They all ran very smoothly 

due mainly to Eileen’s organisational skills and Derek’s hard work 

and, of course, the generosity of WI members with their time. We 

are getting quite a reputation!  

If you do make anything for these events please remember to 

keep a record of your expenses so that you can be reimbursed. 

 

County Walk 

Avening WI hosted a county walk in August. The weather was perfect for 

walking and 57 WI members (including a couple of husbands) arrived from all 

over the county. We served tea and coffee on arrival and then the walkers 

split up into their groups for a 2 mile, 4 mile or 6 mile walk. While they were 

walking we prepared a ploughmans lunch in the Social Club. A happy group 

of walkers arrived backing having thoroughly enjoyed their walks around 

Avening and were soon tucking into their lunch. Thank you to every one in-

volved especially the walk leaders - another successful event hosted by 

Avening! 

 

Christmas Shopping Trip 

We thought Bath would be a good place to visit for our Christmas Shopping 

Trip this year. The provisional date is Tuesday 29th November (this may be 

confirmed or otherwise at the meeting) and the Christmas Market will have 

opened the week before. To help with the admin of our trips we would like 

you to pay when you add your name to the list.  

 

Shirley’s Quiz  

Again this is a provisional date - 4th November. We are hoping to donate 

some of the proceeds to the Air Ambulance. If you have any unwanted gifts 

that would be suitable raffle prizes please could you bring them to the meet-

ing in October. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

This is the last provisional date! 6th December. We have decided to book The 

Snooty Fox in Tetbury again. It is lovely to have a room all to ourselves and not 

only are we very well looked after but the food is good too. 

 

 



Dates for your diary  
 

 21st Sept. Walk at Hares-

field. 10.00 at Memorial 

Hall. Lunch at The Railway 

Tavern. Add your name to 

the board if you want to 

walk. 

 28th Sept. ‘Bit to Eat’ Tea. 

Cherington Village Hall. 

Please sign the board if 

you can help/make some-

thing. 

 4th Nov. Provisional Date 

for Shirley’s Quiz in the So-

cial Club. 

 29th Nov. Provisional Date 

for our Christmas Shopping 

Trip to Bath. 

 6th Dec. Provisional Date 

for Christmas Lunch at The 

Snooty Fox. 

Next  meeting 

October 13th 

Fish, Fruit and 
Vegetables 

Waitrose 

Flower of the Month 

WI Birthday 

Cheese and Wine 

September 2016 
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News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our Birthday Girls! 

August:  Hilary Hodges and Pat Ind  September: Pat Gardiner 

Softpots Workshop 

On a lovely sunny afternoon, at the end of July, five WI members 

joined Gill Thomas and her friend from Australia for a session learn-

ing how to make Softpots. After cutting the leg off a pair of tights 

we filled the foot with a layer of gravel and then some potting 

compost, moulding it as we went into a shape that would stand 

up. We then added a plant and some more compost if we 

needed it. We used a thin piece of tights to tie the top of the pot 

and then folded the tights back to make  second layer. Before we 

secured it at the bottom we added some decoration between 

the layers and on the outside. Some of us were more successful 

than others!! Thank you Gill for a fun afternoon in your lovely gar-

den. 


