
Dates for your diary  
 

 31st July. ‘Bite to eat’ lunch 

in Memorial Hall. Please add 

your name to board if you 

can help and/or make some 

food. 

 26 July. ‘Softpots’ workshop 

by Gill Thomas at her house. 

Please add your name to 

the board if you would like to 

attend. 

 13th August. County walk 

hosted by Avening WI. 

 17th August. ‘Bite to eat’ 

lunch for Macular Society. 

 27th Sept. Annual County 

Meeting in Cheltenham. 

Please add your name to 

the board if you would like to 

go. 

Next  meeting 

September 8th 

An evening of Games 
and/or making dresses 

from pillowcases 

 

Flower of the Month 
 

Tea Girls  

Helen H and Liz K 

July 2016 

A v e n i n g  W I  

News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our July Birthday Girls! 

Jean Kearsey, Margaret Newgent, Jo Vernon Harwood and Di Wall 

Summer Trip to Dyffryn Gardens - 23rd June 

Thursday the 23rd dawned bright and sunny. We left Avening at 9.15 looking 

forward to a good day out and we weren’t disappointed! We had an un-

eventful journey and arrived about 11.00. After a short welcome by a Na-

tional Trust Guide we disembarked to make our own way round the gardens 

and house. The café was the first stop for most of us for a quick cup of coffee 

and a study of the map to plan our day. Both the gardens and house are in 

the process of being renovated. The gardens cover 55 acres and include an 

arboretum, lawns and more formal garden rooms. There is a lovely walled 

kitchen garden with a large greenhouse full of exotic plants. There is also a 

pen with two young Oxford sandy and black pigs who are being used to dig 

up a plot that will be used in the autumn for planting vegetables. There were 

lots of volunteers working in the gardens who were only too happy to stop 

and answer our questions. The house was built in the late 19th Century by 

John Cory, a wealthy coal merchant. The Cory family sold the estate in 1937 

and it was subsequently leased to Glamorgan County Council a couple of 

years later. It was used by them for a number of institutional purposes and 

then, in 2013, the National Trust leased the property from the Council. Parts of 

the house are in a state of disrepair but there are a number of rooms that 

have been renovated. There is a magnificent stained glass window in the 

main hall and some of the rooms have beautiful ceilings. It is very much a 

hands on house and you can sit on chairs to enjoy views of the gardens, play 

the piano or do some drawing. There is also a second hand book shop in 

one of the rooms, raising money to restore the fountain. More photos on the 

web site. Thank you Sue O for organising a great day out. 



A v e n i n g  W I  

About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 37 paid up 

members. We meet in the Memo-

rial Hall, Avening which has re-

cently undergone  some renova-

tions .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Chering-

ton, convenient for  Highgrove 

gardens and Westonbirt Arboretum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Gwyneth Simpson 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Bridget Seward 

 

Website: 

http://

aveningwi.wordpress.com 

 

June Meeting - we had a very interesting and enjoyable meeting last month 

learning about Aromatherapy in the home with Liz Allan. If you are interested in 

using aromatherapy there are some copies of her Safety Sheets on the table. 

Soo went to see her at her stall at Stroud Market last Friday and Liz asked her to 

pass on her new website: www.querenciatherapies.com. Her email address is 

querencia@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Group Meeting - Maisie will give a report at the meeting. 

 

September Meeting - If you would like to make some little dresses in advance 

of the meeting, patterns and instructions are on the table. 

**************************** 

Beryl’s Party 

Although it was a fine and sunny afternoon it was quite windy. Eileen’s garden 

looked very inviting but most people decided to sit indoors - the conservatory 

was very warm! In true Avening style everyone contributed a plate of lovely food 

and the table looked splendid. Liz K had made a special cake which was deco-

rated with wild flowers. Beryl was delighted to see so many ex and current WI 

friends. Gwyneth presented her with a picture made up of photos of both her WI 

life and singing with the Stuart Singers together with vouchers to spend in her 

new garden. We had a most enjoyable afternoon tea party and will all be very 

sorry to see Beryl leave us but know it is for the best reasons and hope she will be 

very happy in her new home. Thank you to Eileen for hosting the afternoon. 

(There are lots more photos on the web site.) 

Flower of the Month 

May 1st - Wendy  2nd - Yvonne 3rd - Mary U 

June 1st - Maisie  2nd - Chris F  3rd - Jean K 


