
Dates for your diary 

. 

 20th April - Walk at Crick-

lade. There is still time to 

sign up for this walk. 

 10th May - Walk from 

Avening to Tipputs Inn. 

10.00 at Hall. Sign up if 

you want to join the walk 

 16th June - Group Meet-

ing, Tetbury - see article. 

 23rd June - Summer Out-

ing to Dyffryn Gardens & 

House, Cardiff. See be-

low and article on table. 

 13th August - Avening 

hosting a County Walk. 

Next  meeting 
12th May 

Making Cheese 

Melissa Ravenhill 

Woefuldane Dairy 

 

Flower of the Month 

 

Tea Girls:  

Ina and Peggy S 

April 2016 
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News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our April Birthday Girls 

Gill A, Wendy J and Liz K 

GFWI Annual Conference 

On 23rd March 6 members including Maisie as our delegate attended the 

GFWI annual meeting. Unfortunately Shirley was feeling very unwell and had 

to leave before lunch. The meeting had some good speakers including a 

representative from the ACWW (Association of Country Women of the 

World) who had travelled to far flung places including Siberia. The ACWW is 

a pioneering organisation trying to improve lives particularly of women 

mainly in rural areas. 

A speaker from the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust spoke of the joint cam-

paign with the WI to protect and increase numbers of pollinating insects by 

growing appropriate plants in our gardens. 

After lunch at the Pizza Express, where the service was far from express, we 

returned to hear the main speaker, Mandy Hickson, who was the only fe-

male pilot to fly in a Tornado Squadron. She told of the difficulties she en-

countered getting through the qualifications required but her seniors could 

see her potential and she was very determined to achieve her dream. She 

flew a number of sorties on bombing raids in Iraq and was a pilot for 17 

years. She was made redundant due to cuts in the armed forces and after 

considering working as an airline pilot she decided it was far too dull and 

has taken to speaking as a profession and extremely good at it she is, inject-

ing her amazing story with humour and family anecdotes. 

        Gwyneth 

Summer Outing 

On 23rd June we are planning an outing to Dyffryn Gardens and House 

near Cardiff. This is one of the latest acquisitions by the National Trust. There 

are 55 acres of formal and informal Edwardian gardens. The house, built in 

1895, came to the Trust without a collection. The Trust has furnished a few 

rooms but with a twist, everything in the house has been designed to be 

touched and played with, almost every room has something for you to do!!

The cost of the coach will be £15.00 and for non-National Trust members 

entry to the Gardens is £7.80. To be able to run the trip we need an almost 

full coach. Please encourage friends to join us on this visit. Sue Osborne has 

a ‘sign-up’ board and she would like payment for the trip when you put 

your name down. 
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About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 37 paid up 

members. We meet in the Memo-

rial Hall, Avening which has re-

cently undergone  some renova-

tions .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Chering-

ton, convenient for  Highgrove 

gardens and Westonbirt Arbore-

tum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Gwyneth Simpson 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Bridget Seward 

 

Website: 

http://

aveningwi.wordpress.com 

 

Group Meeting - Thursday 16th June - 6.15 for 6.30 start  

Tetbury are hosting the Group Meeting this year at Dolphins Hall. The 

speaker will be the well known antiques expert from Malvern, Philip 

Serrell. He trained as a PE teacher before changing careers to be-

come an auctioneer. As well as his TV work (Bargain Hunt, Flog It etc) 

he owns an auctioneers and valuers with a salesroom in Greater Mal-

vern. 

The theme for the group entry is ‘An afternoon tea for the Queen’ set 

on a base of 1 sq.m. 

The themes for the individual entries are ‘Create an heirloom for the 

future’ - painting, photographic, needlework, craft; and ‘Use an old 

object for a floral display’. Members can enter an heirloom from 

each of the disciplines as well as a floral display.  

Tickets are £8.00 and are available from Shirley. 

************************************ 

Quiz 

Thank you to Shirley for organising 

another of her excellent quizzes. 

There was no room left in the Social 

Club as teams of four took their 

places and the fun evening was 

enjoyed by all. 

Resolutions 

Details of the two resolutions to be taken 

to the Annual Meeting in June are de-

tailed on p.21/22 of WI Life April. Please 

take a moment to read the article before 

we have to vote for or against each one. 

Skittles- Two Wins 

The skittles team invited Sandhurst WI to the village for a friendly match on 17th 

March. It was a different occasion to the last meeting when we played each 

other in the final of the Plate Competition. It was great to welcome them to the 

Social Club and enjoy a relaxed match. Our team members had all brought 

along a plate of food to share, which turned into a marvellous supper. Thank 

you to everyone who brought such a splendid variety of appetising food. 

Last week, on 31st March, the team had their first match in the new season’s 

Skittles Tournament. We were drawn against Ampney Crucis WI. Luckily they 

were able to visit us in Avening and we invited them to join us in a supper dur-

ing the match. Eileen and Derek always make us feel very at home in the Social 

Club and had laid out tables and chairs. It was a very evenly matched game, 

with Avening ahead at the half way stage when we had our break for food. 

The second half saw us have a brilliant ‘leg’ and then things went downhill. 

Beryl was our very able scoring assistant and kept us informed on how things 

were going. The last leg was very exciting when the match could go either way 

- luckily Avening just managed to win by 5 pins. Thank you to all the team for 

making it such an entertaining and relaxed evening. Wendy Jennings 


