
Dates for your diary  

 

 Coffee Morning Thursday 

16th September, 10.30, Wa-

terside 

 Autumn County Meeting in 

Tetbury, 21 September, 7pm 

Dolphins Hall 

 Box packing at Shirley Hands, 

28th October 2pm 

 Fun Quiz, Avening Social 

Club, October 29th 7.30pm 

 Christmas Concert in Chel-

tenham Town Hall, 1 Decem-

ber 

We’ll welcome former mem-
bers, invited guests and 

friends to 

Our 80th Birthday 
Meeting 

 

Competition:  

A homemade birthday card 

Flower of the Month 

Tea Girls  

may take the evening off 

Next  meeting 

October 14th 

September 2010 

A v e n i n g  W I  

News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our August and September Birthday Girls ! 

Hilary Hodges ::  Pat Ind ::  Doreen Pierce :: Marlene Ash :: Pat Gardiner 

Let the celebrations begin! 
30 members gathered at Minchinhampton Golf Club on Thursday 12th 

August to celebrate our 80th birthday.  We were sorry that four of our 

friends were unable to join us: our President Doreen P,  Rosemary E, 

Peggy S and Penny F,  we missed you! 

After a drink in the bar we drew  tickets to see where we were sitting, 

which made us sit with other than our best mates.  A lot of effort had 

been taken to make the evening a very pleasant one.  We all had a 

Birthday button hole and our own card with name and chosen menu on 

it.  The meal was very well presented with lovely vegetables to go with 

our chosen "meat" and yummy pudds, rounded off with coffee and mint 

chocs. 

Shirley gave a very informative speech on the beginnings of Avening W.I. 

and the names of the president, secretary etc., and all the things that 

went on at the meetings - whist drives, dancing, speakers and social time 

at all of them!  Meetings were from 7pm to 10pm until  the war when they 

moved to afternoons because of the blackouts.  The first meetings were 

held in the school rooms until the council invited the W.I. to use the Me-

morial Hall where we have met ever since. 

On behalf of all who attended this very enjoyable evening may I 

say a very big THANK YOU to Wendy and her helpers.    

Doreen Chesterman 

Not quite 

over the hill 

though... 

Our walk in early August 
was blessed with fine 

weather.   

Read about it overleaf 



A v e n i n g  W I  

About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 34 paid up mem-

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening which has recently under-

gone  some renovations .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Cherington, 

convenient for  Highgrove gardens 

and Westonbirt Arboretum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Doreen Pierce 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Wendy Jennings 

 

 

 

The Samaritans Purse Shoeboxes, 2010 

All your contributions of small toys, toiletries and other fun items to include in 

the shoeboxes this year can be brought to next month’s meeting.  The 

usual rules apply as  far as sweets  are concerned—if you’re not sure, Beryl  

and Doreen can advise.  You might consider getting the knitting needles 

out to make a few hats, gloves and scarves too? 

August walk 

We had no idea who was going to turn up for a summer evening walk  

but a good bunch of ten, accompanied by one four legged friend set 

out up Woodstock Lane ably led by Wendy.  It was a great evening for 

a stroll and having talked as much as we’d walked, we were glad to 

arrive at Sue’s for a little light refreshment. On our way back down West 

End afterwards, we met  “the washer up” on his way home from The Bell 

and hope we didn’t keep him talking so long that it was all done by the 

time he arrived home! 

Thank you Wendy, for organising this, and Sue for your generous hospitality! 

Skittles  In spite of a valiant effort and an early lead, sadly Avening’s 

team were knocked out of the competition this time round.  Never 

mind, it was good practice for next time! 

All help would be welcome when the boxes are packed at Shirley Hands 

home on the 28th October, from 2pm.  If you’re free on that afternoon, why 

not come along and lend a hand? 

Fun Quiz 

To raise funds to pay 

for the shipping of the 

shoeboxes, Shirley in-

vites  everyone and 

their friends and fami-

lies to a fun quiz at the 

Social Club on Octo-

ber 29th at 7.30pm 

More details next 

month but  please, 

save the date! 

See you for coffee on the 16th Septem-

ber at Waterside?  10.30 as usual 

Our 80th Birthday party 

Be sure not to miss next month’s meeting be-

cause it’s going to be a terrific evening.  We’ve 

had lots of replies from friends and former 

members  who are going to join us to celebrate 

this milestone in our history.  There will be enter-

tainment, drinks and canapés not to mention 

plenty of time to chat and catch up with old 

friends. 


