
Dates for your diary 

 

 Coffee morning, Waterside, 

21st October 10.30 

 Box packing at Shirley Hands, 

28th October 2pm 

 Fun Quiz, Avening Social Club, 

October 29th 7.30pm 

 Shopping trip to Cardiff, 16 

November 9-15 at Memorial 

Hall 

 Christmas Crafternoon, 24 No-

vember, 1.00pm Cherington 

 Christmas Concert in Chelten-

ham Town Hall, 1 December 

 Christmas Dinner, Minchin-

hampton Golf Club, 7 Decem-

ber 7pm, husbands/partners 

too. 

Jane Morris will show us 
some 

Christmas Decorations 

 

Competition:  

Autumn Colours photograph 

Flower of the Month 

Tea Girls  

Volunteers needed please!   

 

Next  meeting 

November 14th 

October 2010 

A v e n i n g  W I  

News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our October Birthday Girls ! 

Beryl Milsom :: Gill Thomas :: Wendy Eldridge :: Gwyneth Simpson 

Samaritans Purse Shoebox 

It’s not too late for contributions of 

small toys, toiletries and other fun 

items to include in the shoeboxes 

this year .  Any remaining items can 

be brought to the packing at 

Shirley Hand’s on October 28th 

from 2pm .  The usual rules apply as  

far as sweets  are concerned—if 

you’re not sure, Beryl  and Doreen 

can advise.  We’d also appreciate 

more boxes and if you can bring 

them ready wrapped, that would 

be great!  All hands on deck for the 

packing, please! 

80th Birthday Issue! 

From beautifully written minutes taken in pen and ink, referring to members and 

friends formally throughout, to today’s efficiently word processed notes, circulated 

by email within hours of the meeting.  Competitions for the best darned heel or 

handstitched buttonhole have been replaced with challenges such as this month’s  

hand made card or next month’s photograph. Times have changed and so have 

we.  No longer spending most of our time at home, in the kitchen, raising our fami-

lies, our world has expanded.  Many of us have fulfilling careers of our own, going 

out to work for long hours, or taking care of small children so that our daughters or 

daughters in law can do the same. 

We have a huge variety of entertainment at our fingertips, round the clock TV to 

watch, DVDs and music.  We can go to the theatre, to the cinema or  eat out at a 

local pub or restaurant.  We travel and visit new places in this country and abroad, 

bringing home ideas for new foods and fashion. 

But we still love our WI!  The average length of membership is 30 years and many of 

us have already exceeded that.  When we joined,  how many of us considered the 

thought that we’d still be coming along on the second Thursday of the month all 

these years later?  That we’d still find things to amuse and entertain us, campaigns 

to support and new things to learn? 

Well, we’re still here and long may it continue.  

 Here’s to a long and happy future for Avening WI! 

     Autumn County Meeting  

Tetbury          

Jan Turner the Health and safety representa-

tive pointed out the fire exits etc in her usual 

jolly manner. Our County Chairman, Marga-

ret Clarke conducted the meeting.  Pam 

Sparrow introduced sergeant Kevin Rose-

blade, a neighbour of hers, who gave a talk 

on his life as a policeman, which he en-

hanced with colour slides. 

Tetbury  WI catering committee served tea 

and coffee with marvellous cake. 

Kingswood Abbey WI organised the sale of 

tickets and the draw took place at the end 

of the meeting.                        Doreen Pierce 



A v e n i n g  W I  

About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 35 paid up mem-

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening which has recently under-

gone  some renovations .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Cherington, 

convenient for  Highgrove gardens 

and Westonbirt Arboretum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Doreen Pierce 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Wendy Jennings 

 

 

 

Fun Quiz 
To raise funds to pay for the 

shipping of the shoeboxes, 

Shirley invites  everyone and 

their friends and families to a 

fun quiz at the Social Club on 

October 29th at 7.30pm 

£12 per team, to include a 

delicious Ploughman’s Supper. 

See you for coffee on the 21st October at Waterside?  10.30 as usual 

Welcome to our 35th member, Eileen Ind.  

Eileen’s lived in Avening for many years and we 

are delighted that she has decided to join us. 

Christmas Dinner 

Our minutes frequently record disappointment with Christmas Dinner!  However, we 

enjoyed our Anniversary Dinner at Minchinhampton Golf Club so very much, that we 

felt pretty confident in booking our Christmas Dinner there too. 

Please put the 7th December in your diaries, because although we haven’t got the 

menu and fine details sorted out yet, we feel sure that you will want to join us.  As last 

year, the men will be  very welcome, too. 

More information in next month’s News and Views. 

Shopping Trip 

All our birthday celebrations 

mean that we’ve been a bit 

slow off the mark sorting out our 

shopping trip.  Cardiff is the plan, 

November  16th the favoured 

date, but still needs confirmation.   

Details coming soon! 

Christmas Crafternoon 

Come along to Cherington from 1.00 on the 24th No-

vember for a fun afternoon making a simple decora-

tion.  Bring  basic sewing kit and any small pieces of 

light cotton fabric suitable for a Christmas Tree if you 

have it—don’t worry if you haven’t, because we’ll 

have some to share.   

Congratulations!  
Love and best wishes from us all, to Gwyneth and Ian, 

following their celebrations on the 2nd October.  Our  

reporter says that “Gwyneth looked gorgeous, like a 

Greek Goddess!”    

We wish you both a long and happy life together. 

First Aid Classes 
Some time ago, several  registered their interest for 

some general, everyday first aid classes.  Wendy J has 

now got some details and is planning them for a date 

in February.  If you are interested, please give her your 

name.   All  will be  welcome. 

Last but not least:   We hope you will enjoy growing your Hyacinth Bulb 

and that it will be a pleasant reminder of our 80th birthday meeting.  Fol-

lowing one of our earliest competitions, we will look forward to seeing  

many green shoots and beautiful blooms at our February meeting, when it 

will be our monthly challenge.  Guests and visitors, why not bring your hya-

cinth along and come again?  We’d be delighted to see you! 

Greetings from Dionne 

Those who remember for-

mer secretary Dionne 

Hooper, will appreciate  her 

good wishes sent via Beryl. 


