
Dates for your diary  

 

 Coffee morning at Waterside 

Garden Centre, 17 Novem-

ber, 10.30am 

 Christmas Dinner, Minchinhap-

ton Golf Club 1 December 

 Christmas Concert in Chelten-

ham Town Hall, 7 December 

 Friendly Skittles against Tetbury 

WI,  Avening Social Club,  

7.30pm, Wednesday 18 Janu-

ary 2012 

 Tetbury Group meeting here 

in Avening Memorial Hall , 

24th May 2012, speaker Katie 

Fforde 

Christmas Party 
 

A light hearted evening of 
fun with friends 

Don’t forget your Secret 
Santa gift, approx £3 and 

a plate of finger food! 
 

Competition:  

Flower of the Month 

Tea Girls  

May take the evening off! 

Next  meeting 

December 8th 

November 2011 

A v e n i n g  W I  

News and Views 

Many Happy Returns to our November Birthday Girls ! 

Shirley Hand :: Peggy Harvey 

Our day out in Salisbury 

The coach trip to Salisbury on 

1st November went well al-

though Gwyneth got a bit wor-

ried as several people turned 

up who hadn’t booked seats, 

luckily the coach that came 

had a few more seats than the 

one which had been booked 

originally. 

About 12 of us made straight 

for the Cathedral and after a 

cup of coffee met Penny Fer-

nando who had arranged for a 

friend to take us around, she 

was an excellent guide.  

We started off by looking at a model of where the Cathedral used 

to be, inside the City wall, and we were shown where the one we 

see now was built out side the walls.  Salisbury has the oldest 

working clock in the country it was built in 1836 and we were inter-

ested to see the very modern font designed by William Pye was in-

stalled in 2008. 

There is some very beautiful embroidery on Altar cloths etc. some 

of the more modern was worked by Jane Lemon. We were shown 

various tombs and stained glass windows, some very modern and 

some very old. Lastly we went to the Chapter house with its beauti-

ful ribbed vault which is now home to the best preserved of 4 sur-

viving originals of the Magna Carta sealed by King John in 1215. 

The weather was excellent for a walk around the town with a 

chance to get in some retail therapy. 

We all had a superb day out and thanks to Gwyneth for taking good 

care of us and Sue O for  her organisation!    Doreen 



A v e n i n g  W I  

About us  

Avening WI was formed on the 7th 

October 1930 and has been meet-

ing on the second Thursday of the 

month since then. 

We currently have 34 paid up mem-

bers. We meet in the Memorial Hall, 

Avening which has recently under-

gone  some renovations .   

We offer lunches and teas in the 

neighbouring village of Cherington, 

convenient for  Highgrove gardens 

and Westonbirt Arboretum. 

 

Avening WI President: 

Doreen Pierce 

 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Hand 

 

Secretary: 

Wendy Jennings 

 

 

 

Christmas meal  Our Christ-

mas dinner is booked for the evening 

of the1st December at Minchinhamp-

ton Golf Club.  The menu is now avail-

able and Wendy would like your 

choices and payment now please.  

Cost is £15.25 for main course, dessert 

and coffee.  Husbands, partners and 

toy boys welcome! 

Crafternoon Tea 

A bunch of us enjoyed bling-

ing up our bags at Gill’s last 

month.  As  we  seem to 

have plenty to do in the next 

month or two, the next 

Crafternoon will be in the 

New Year.  Watch this space! 

“Samaritans Purse” Christmas boxes 

Once again it was decided to support this cause and once again lots of lovely things 

were donated. So on October 18th a group of members met at Shirley Hand’s house 

for a fun afternoon filling boxes with goodies. We ended up with 39 filled boxes and a 

few left-over non-perishable items (such as tooth brushes) are now in my spare bed-

room waiting for next year’s boxes.  

One major difference this year was the delivery of boxes. Avening School kindly said 

we could add our boxes to theirs which would be collected from the school, so I did 

not have to take ours to Cirencester. Members who watched the D.V.D. in September 

can now visualise the joy and excitement as the children open their boxes. 

So little to us, such an enormous gift to them.  Thank you, Beryl. 

Your opinion please! 

Wendy is handing out some questionnaires this meeting to find out your views of  the 

2011 programme.  Did you enjoy all our meetings?  What would you like to hear more 

about?  Was there anything you didn’t enjoy?  Please let us know so that we can 

take your views into consideration when planning our 2013 programme. 

And finally... 
There were only three and a half points in it - but sadly the difference between 

75and half and 72, was the difference between the winners (Leonard Stanley) and 

fifth place (Avening) so Gill T., Jill A., Penny and Di are sorry not to be bringing back 

a prize cheque this time.  We didn't get off to a very good start - the first question on 

news items asked us to link two dates in 2010, and we all looked in puzzlement at 

each other, finally hazarding a guess at the Labour Party Leadership contest, only to 

find they were the dates the Chilean miners were trapped, and the final one res-

cued.  Suffice it to say that we had rather poor rounds on Politics, the W.I. and Phi-

lanthropists, but at least our scores remained over 50%.  Perhaps we chose the 

wrong round for playing the Joker (our guesses as to the length of the River Severn 

and the height of Ben Nevis were not too bad, but outside the rather strict limits set, 

and as for the length of the Pennine Way ....)  Anyway, although we are a pretty 

competitive bunch,we all agreed it is not the winning,  but the taking part (Who did 

say that?).  We had a most enjoyable evening, thought the new venue at the Uni-

versity of Gloucestershire was good, and will undoubtedly be "up for it again" in two 

years time.   Thank you, Di 


